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One of the most important questions of human existence is what drives nations to war especially massive,
system-threatening war. Much military history focuses on the who, when, and where of war. In this riveting
book, Dale C. Copeland brings attention to bear on why governments make decisions that lead to, sustain,
and intensify conflicts.Copeland presents detailed historical narratives of several twentieth-century cases,
including World War I, World War II, and the Cold War. He highlights instigating factors that transcend
individual personalities, styles of government, geography, and historical context to reveal remarkable
consistency across several major wars usually considered dissimilar. The result is a series of challenges to
established interpretive positions and provocative new readings of the causes of conflict.Classical realists
and neorealists claim that dominant powers initiate war. Hegemonic stability realists believe that wars are
most often started by rising states. Copeland offers an approach stronger in explanatory power and predictive
capacity than these three brands of realism: he examines not only the power resources but the shifting power
differentials of states. He specifies more precisely the conditions under which state decline leads to conflict,
drawing empirical support from the critical cases of the twentieth century as well as major wars spanning
from ancient Greece to the Napoleonic Wars."
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From reader reviews:

John Drew:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this [(The Origins of Major War)] [Author: Dale C.
Copeland] published on (August, 2001).

Lester Jaworski:

The book [(The Origins of Major War)] [Author: Dale C. Copeland] published on (August, 2001) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important
thing like a book [(The Origins of Major War)] [Author: Dale C. Copeland] published on (August, 2001)?
Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book [(The Origins of Major War)]
[Author: Dale C. Copeland] published on (August, 2001) has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Sylvester Wedding:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs
but the problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This [(The Origins
of Major War)] [Author: Dale C. Copeland] published on (August, 2001) is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Randall James:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take [(The Origins of Major War)] [Author: Dale C.
Copeland] published on (August, 2001) as the daily resource information.
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