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This riveting and enlightening narrative unfolds on the night of August 16, 1996, with the brutal and
senseless murder of Eric Nesbitt, a young man stationed at Langley Air Force Base, at the hands of 18-year-
old Daryl Atkins. Over the course of more than a decade, Atkins's case has bounced between the lowest and
the highest levels of the judicial system. Found guilty and then sentenced to death in 1998 for Nesbitt's
murder, the Atkins case was then taken up in 2002 by the U.S. Supreme Court. The issue before the justices:
given Daryl Atkins's mental retardation, would his execution constitute cruel and unusual punishment, in
violation of the Eighth Amendment? A 6-3 vote said yes.

Daryl Atkins's situation was far from being resolved though. Prosecutors claimed that Atkins failed to meet
the statutory definition of mental retardation and reinstituted procedures to carry out his death sentence. Back
in circuit court, the jury returned its verdict: Daryl Atkins was not retarded. Atkins's attorneys promptly filed
a notice of appeal, and the case continues today.

Drawing on interviews with key participants; direct observation of the hearings; and close examination of
court documents, transcripts, and press accounts, Thomas G. Walker provides readers with a rare view of the
entire judicial process. Never losing sight of the stakes in a death penalty case, he explains each step in
Atkins's legal journey from the interactions of local law enforcement, to the decision-making process of the
state prosecutor, to the Supreme Court's ruling, and beyond. Walker sheds light on how legal institutions and
procedures work in real life-- and how they are all interrelated-- to help students better understand
constitutional issues, the courts, and the criminal justice system. Throughout, Walker also addresses how
disability, race, and other key demographic and social issues affect the case and society's views on the death
penalty.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Conley:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Eligible For Execution. All type of
book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Christina Bishop:

Eligible For Execution can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will
put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Eligible For Execution nevertheless doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Ryan Barrett:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication
that need more time to be study. Eligible For Execution can be your answer because it can be read by you
actually who have those short spare time problems.

Nikki Kirkland:

Beside this Eligible For Execution in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven
so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Eligible For Execution because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have
book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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