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The Black Cultural Front describes how the social and political movements that grew out of the Depression
facilitated the left turn of several African American artists and writers. The Communist-led John Reed Clubs
brought together black and white writers in writing collectives. The Congress of Industrial Organizations's
effort to recruit black workers inspired growing interest in the labor movement. One of the most concerted
efforts was made by the National Negro Congress (NNC), a coalition of civil rights and labor organizations,
which held cultural panels at its national conferences, fought segregation in the culture industries, promoted
cultural education, and involved writers and artists in staging mass rallies during World War II.

The formation of a black cultural front is examined by looking at the works of poet Langston Hughes,
novelist Chester Himes, and cartoonist Ollie Harrington. While none of them were card-carrying members of
the Communist Party, they all participated in the Left at one point in their careers. Interestingly, they all
turned to creating popular culture in order to reach the black masses who were captivated by the movies,
radio, newspapers, and detective novels. There are chapters on the Hughes' "Simple" stories, Himes'
detective fiction, and Harrington's "Bootsie" cartoons.

Collectively, the experience of these three figures contributes to the story of a "long" movement for African
American freedom that flourished during the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s. Yet this book also stresses the impact
that McCarthyism had on dismantling the Black Left and how it affected each individual involved. Each was
radicalized at a different moment and for different reasons. Each suffered for their past allegiances, whether
fleeing to the haven of the "Black Bank" in Paris, or staying home and facing the House Un-American
Activities Committee (HUAC). Yet the lasting influence of the Depression in their work was evident for the
rest of their lives.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Stein:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their can
do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on guardería until university need this specific The Black Cultural Front: Black Writers and Artists
of the Depression Generation (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) to read.

Kristen Clifford:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Black Cultural Front: Black Writers and Artists
of the Depression Generation (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) as the daily
resource information.

Beulah Scherr:

Precisely why? Because this The Black Cultural Front: Black Writers and Artists of the Depression
Generation (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Gary Williams:

Beside this kind of The Black Cultural Front: Black Writers and Artists of the Depression Generation
(Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) in your phone, it could give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is
fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is



good thing to have The Black Cultural Front: Black Writers and Artists of the Depression Generation
(Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from at
this point!
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