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What motivates altruism? How essential is the phenomenon of altruism to the human experience? Is altruism
readily accessible to the ordinary person? In The Altruistic Species, Andrew Michael Flescher and Daniel L.
Worthen explore these questions through the lenses of four disciplinary perspectives—biology, psychology,
philosophy, and religion. In the course of their investigation, they make an extended argument for the
existence of altruism against competing theories that construe all ostensible cases of benevolence as self-
interest in disguise. The authors consider theories of egoism; the role of genetics and evolutionary biology;
the psychological that induce altruistic behavior; philosophical theories of altruism in normative ethics such
as Kantian, utilitarian, and Aristotelian models of moral action; and accounts of love of the neighbor in
Christianity and Buddhism. Additionally,  they offer a new, comprehensive definition of altruism that is
inclusive of the insights of each of these perspectives.

The Altruistic Species reinvigorates the debate over the prevalence of selfless motivation in human
behavior—whether it is a rare or ubiquitous phenomenon,  something that is always to be considered
exceptional or a capacity that members of any community potentially could develop. This noteworthy
interdisciplinary examination of altruism balances science, virtue theory, and theology. It is ideal courses in
ethics, human behavior, and evolutionary biology, as an educational  resource for other multidisciplinary
studies, and for interested lay readers.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Johnson:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book The Altruistic Species: Scientific,
Philosophical, and Religious Perspectives of Human Benevolence. All type of book would you see on many
resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Geraldine Schrader:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
The Altruistic Species: Scientific, Philosophical, and Religious Perspectives of Human Benevolence your
head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The The Altruistic Species: Scientific, Philosophical,
and Religious Perspectives of Human Benevolence giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

James Snider:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Altruistic Species: Scientific, Philosophical,
and Religious Perspectives of Human Benevolence can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not
a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Jennifer Knott:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. On this modern
era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for
the The Altruistic Species: Scientific, Philosophical, and Religious Perspectives of Human Benevolence
when you desired it?
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