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The works of John Steinbeck are among the best known and best loved in American literature. In short books
such as Of Mice and Men and The Long Valley and in the epics The Grapes of Wrath and East of Eden,
Steinbeck created characters that have touched readers around the world for years. But while thousands have
come to know and acclaim his fiction, few really know the man himself; although Steinbeck appeared in the
public spotlight, he was a shy, private individual who felt that attention should be focused on his work rather
than on himself. In this volume, Jackson Benson, who had full access to Steinbeck's papers and photographs
and who interviewed scores of individuals in his decade of research for this book, reveals the dimensions of
the man and the events of his life as he pursued his artistic vocation. Above all, Steinbeck was a writer. From
his youth in California's Salinas Valley, through his college days at Stanford, to the early success of Tortilla
Flat, Benson notes the influences on Steinbeck's later novels, which were to become celebrated as archetypal
depictions of American culture. In exploring the environments that were so important to Steinbeck, from
California's valleys and waterfront to New York's East Side, Benson allows us to feel the attachment
Steinbeck had for these places and for the people who lived in them. These humanistic concerns were the
underpinning of a life that included notoriety and celebrity: Steinbeck was attacked by the Right for his
depiction of the plight of migrant workers and his campaigns for the rights of the "little people," and by the
Left for his failure to embrace communism and for his stand on the Vietnam War; he wrote Hollywood film
scripts and won the Nobel Prize for literature. Benson's interpretive biography recounts these details with
unprecedented depth and brings to life an extraordinary writer whose love for people, places, and writing
earned him an esteem unparalleled in American literature.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Hegarty:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The True Adventures of John Steinbeck, Writer.

Doris Simmons:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want experience happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The
actual The True Adventures of John Steinbeck, Writer is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Consuelo Collier:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The True Adventures of John Steinbeck,
Writer, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Gary Forsyth:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book The True Adventures of John Steinbeck, Writer was filled regarding
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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