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In the era of The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit -- when social pressures on men to conform threatened
cherished notions of masculine vitality, freedom, and authenticity -- modernist paintings came to be seen as
metaphorical embodiments of both idealized and highly conflicted conceptions of masculine selfhood. In
Modernism's Masculine Subjects, Marcia Brennan traces the formalist critical discourses in which work by
such artists as Henri Matisse, Willem de Kooning, and Jackson Pollock could stand as symbolic
representations that at once challenged and reproduced such prevailing cultural conceptions of masculinity.
Rejecting the typical view of formalism's exclusive engagement with essentialized and purified notions of
abstraction and its disengagement from issues of gender and embodiment, Brennan explores the ways in
which these categories were intertwined, historically and theoretically.Brennan makes new use of writings by
Clement Greenberg and other powerful critics describing the works of Matisse, the postwar New York
School abstract expressionists, and their successors, the post-painterly abstractionists. The paintings of
Matisse, she argues, were represented in part as intellectually engaged and culturally respectable centerfolds.
Brennan examines de Kooning's Woman series -- perhaps the most significant effort to incorporate feminine
presence within abstract expressionist imagery -- as extended cultural metaphors for bourgeois masculinity's
conflicted relationship with its feminine "others." She also shows how the aggressive energy of Pollock's
nonfigural painterly idiom became domesticated in the press by the repeated pairing of his work with images
of Pollock in the studio and at home with his wife, the artist Lee Krasner. Finally, discussing the rise of the
post-painterly abstractionists in the sixties, Brennan shows how, both despite and because of the critical
presence of Helen Frankenthaler, formalist responses to the works of Morris Louis and Kenneth Noland
provided an opportunity to promote idealized conceptions of masculine creativity.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Reeves:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Modernism's Masculine
Subjects: Matisse, the New York School, and Post-Painterly Abstraction to read.

Bernice Fugate:

The ability that you get from Modernism's Masculine Subjects: Matisse, the New York School, and Post-
Painterly Abstraction is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more
you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Modernism's
Masculine Subjects: Matisse, the New York School, and Post-Painterly Abstraction giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Modernism's Masculine Subjects: Matisse,
the New York School, and Post-Painterly Abstraction instantly.

Cheryl Phelps:

This Modernism's Masculine Subjects: Matisse, the New York School, and Post-Painterly Abstraction are
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Modernism's Masculine
Subjects: Matisse, the New York School, and Post-Painterly Abstraction can be one of many great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information
that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Modernism's
Masculine Subjects: Matisse, the New York School, and Post-Painterly Abstraction forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Claire Davis:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Modernism's Masculine Subjects: Matisse, the New York School, and Post-Painterly Abstraction your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one form conclusion



and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Modernism's Masculine Subjects: Matisse, the
New York School, and Post-Painterly Abstraction giving you one more experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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