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This comprehensive and balanced history of modern Korea explores the social, economic, and political
issues it has faced since being catapulted into the wider world at the end of the nineteenth century. Placing
this formerly insular society in a global context, Michael J. Seth describes how this ancient, culturally and
ethnically homogeneous society first fell victim to Japanese imperialist expansionism, and then was
arbitrarily divided in half after World War II. Seth traces the postwar paths of the two Koreas—with
different political and social systems and different geopolitical orientations—as they evolved into sharply
contrasting societies. South Korea, after an unpromising start, became one of the few postcolonial
developing states to enter the ranks of the first world, with a globally competitive economy, a democratic
political system, and a cosmopolitan and dynamic culture. By contrast, North Korea became one of the
world's most totalitarian and isolated societies, a nuclear power with an impoverished and famine-stricken
population. Considering the radically different and historically unprecedented trajectories of the two Koreas,
Seth assesses the insights they offer for understanding not only modern Korea but the broader perspective of
world history.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Manno:

This A Concise History of Modern Korea: From the Late Nineteenth Century to the Present book is simply
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this
book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular A Concise History of Modern
Korea: From the Late Nineteenth Century to the Present without we comprehend teach the one who looking
at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry A Concise History of Modern Korea:
From the Late Nineteenth Century to the Present can bring when you are and not make your handbag space
or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This A Concise
History of Modern Korea: From the Late Nineteenth Century to the Present having excellent arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Peter Robey:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This A Concise History of
Modern Korea: From the Late Nineteenth Century to the Present is our recommendation to make you keep
up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Clyde Miller:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific A Concise History of Modern Korea: From the
Late Nineteenth Century to the Present can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one
book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We
need to have A Concise History of Modern Korea: From the Late Nineteenth Century to the Present.

Robert Fox:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the A Concise History of Modern Korea: From the Late Nineteenth Century to the
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