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Union commander George McClellan moved the Army of the Potomac up the Peninsula in early 1862, the
Union army still had a nearly 2-1 advantage in manpower, so Army of Northern Virginia commander Joseph
E. Johnston continued to gradually pull his troops back to a line of defense nearer Richmond as McClellan
advanced. In conjunction, the Union Navy began moving its operations further up the James River, until it
could get within 7 miles of the Confederate capital before being opposed by a Southern fort. McClellan
continued to attempt to turn Johnston’s flank, until the two armies were facing each other along the
Chickahominy River. At this point, the Union army was close enough to Richmond that they could see the
city’s church steeples, but they would come no closer. By the end of May, Stonewall Jackson had startlingly
defeated three separate Northern armies in the Valley, inducing Lincoln to hold back the I Corps from
McClellan. When McClellan was forced to extend his line north to link up with troops that he expected to be
sent overland to him, Johnston learned that McClellan was moving along the Chickahominy River. It was at
this point that Johnston got uncharacteristically aggressive. Johnston had run out of breathing space for his
army, and he believed McClellan was seeking to link up with McDowell’s forces. Moreover, about a third of
McClellan’s army was south of the river, while the other parts of the army were still north of it, offering
Johnston an enticing target. After a quick deluge turned the river into a rushing torrent that would make it
impossible or the Union army to link back up or aid each other, Johnston drew up a very complex plan of
attack for different wings of his army, and struck at the Army of the Potomac at the Battle of Seven Pines on
May 31, 1862. Like Union general Irvin McDowell’s plan for First Bull Run, the plan proved too
complicated for Johnston’s army to execute, and after a day of bloody fighting little was accomplished from
a technical standpoint. At one point during the Battle of Seven Pines, Confederates under General James
Longstreet marched in the wrong direction down the wrong road, causing congestion and confusion among
other Confederate units and ultimately weakening the effectiveness of the massive Confederate counterattack
launched against McClellan. Johnston wrote in his memoirs, “The operations of the Confederate troops in
this battle were very much retarded by the dense woods and thickets that covered the ground, and by the
deep mud and broad ponds of rain-water, in many places more than knee-deep, through which they had to
struggle.” Nonetheless, by the time the fighting was finished, nearly 40,000 had been engaged on both sides,
and it was the biggest battle in the Eastern theater to date (second only to Shiloh at the time). Although it was
inconclusive, McClellan was rattled by the attack, and near the end of the fighting that night Johnston had
attempted to rally his men by riding up and down the lines only to be nearly blown off his horse by artillery
fire and having to be taken off the field. Johnston explained, “About seven o'clock I received a slight wound
in the right shoulder from a musket-shot, and, a few moments after, was unhorsed by a heavy fragment of
shell which struck my breast. Those around had me borne from the field in an ambulance; not, however,
before the President, who was with General Lee, not far in the rear, had heard of the accident, and visited me,
manifesting great concern, as he continued to do until I was out of danger.” Having been seriously wounded,
Johnston’s command was given the following day to military advisor Robert E. Lee. The Battle of Seven
Pines: The History of the First Major Battle of the 1862 Peninsula Campaign looks at the events that led to
one of the most fateful battles of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Laureano:

This The Battle of Seven Pines: The History of the First Major Battle of the 1862 Peninsula Campaign book
is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper
you actually read a lot of information you will get. This The Battle of Seven Pines: The History of the First
Major Battle of the 1862 Peninsula Campaign without we understand teach the one who reading through it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Battle of Seven Pines: The
History of the First Major Battle of the 1862 Peninsula Campaign can bring once you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This The Battle of Seven Pines: The History of the First Major Battle of the 1862 Peninsula
Campaign having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Theresa Walker:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that
need more time to be go through. The Battle of Seven Pines: The History of the First Major Battle of the
1862 Peninsula Campaign can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short spare
time problems.

Josue Denson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Battle of Seven Pines: The History of the First Major Battle of the 1862 Peninsula Campaign
will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Georgia Cunningham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.



Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this The Battle of Seven Pines:
The History of the First Major Battle of the 1862 Peninsula Campaign.
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