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To save precious centuries-old Arabic texts from Al Qaeda, a band of librarians in Timbuktu pulls off a
brazen heist worthy of Ocean’s Eleven.

In the 1980s, a young adventurer and collector for a government library, Abdel Kader Haidara, journeyed
across the Sahara Desert and along the Niger River, tracking down and salvaging tens of thousands of
ancient Islamic and secular manuscripts that had fallen into obscurity. The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu
tells the incredible story of how Haidara, a mild-mannered archivist and historian from the legendary city of
Timbuktu, later became one of the world’s greatest and most brazen smugglers.

In 2012, thousands of Al Qaeda militants from northwest Africa seized control of most of Mali, including
Timbuktu. They imposed Sharia law, chopped off the hands of accused thieves, stoned to death unmarried
couples, and threatened to destroy the great manuscripts. As the militants tightened their control over
Timbuktu, Haidara organized a dangerous operation to sneak all 350,000 volumes out of the city to the safety
of southern Mali.

Over the past twenty years, journalist Joshua Hammer visited Timbuktu numerous times and is uniquely
qualified to tell the story of Haidara’s heroic and ultimately successful effort to outwit Al Qaeda and
preserve Mali’s—and the world’s—literary patrimony. Hammer explores the city’s manuscript heritage and
offers never-before-reported details about the militants’ march into northwest Africa. But above all, The
Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu is an inspiring account of the victory of art and literature over extremism.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Lee:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Bad-Ass
Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts. All type of book
are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

David Colon:

Typically the book The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious
Manuscripts will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out
the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book The
Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Teresa Burns:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top listing in your reading list will be The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to
Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get
you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.

Willie Bergeron:

You can find this The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious
Manuscripts by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble
if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.



Download and Read Online The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu:
And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts
Joshua Hammer #EFJSZWNQI52



Read The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to
Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts by Joshua Hammer
for online ebook

The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts by
Joshua Hammer Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good
books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online
library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu:
And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts by Joshua Hammer books to read online.

Online The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's
Most Precious Manuscripts by Joshua Hammer ebook PDF download

The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious
Manuscripts by Joshua Hammer Doc

The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts by Joshua Hammer
Mobipocket

The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu: And Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious Manuscripts by Joshua Hammer
EPub


