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Ambitious in scale and far-reaching in scope, "How Art Made the World" is a fresh introduction to the
history of art and, through the visual image, the history of humankind. Embarking with the motto 'Everyone
is an artist', Nigel Spivey takes us on a quest to find out when and how we humans acquired and then
exploited our unique capacity for symbolic representation. In the late nineteenth century, the first discoveries
of prehistoric painting were greeted with incredulity. How could there have been such deft and skilful artists
in the world over 30,000 years ago? The exploration of this mystery leads to a trail of further intriguing
problems. Images came to us before the written word - so how did we use images to tell stories? The
representation of our human form has been a preoccupation of artists through the centuries - so why is it that
from the very beginning we have preferred images of the body with distorted or exaggerated features? By
what means did we define some supernatural presence as immortal and 'invisible', and then attempt to
visualize it? And when did our environment become styled as a 'landscape'? In answering these questions
and many more, Nigel Spivey takes us on a journey that also reveals how art has been used as a means of
mass persuasion, essential to the creation of hierarchical societies, and finally, the extent to which art has
served as a mode of 'terror management' in the face of our inevitable death. Packed with new insights into
ancient wonders and fascinating stories from all around the globe, "How Art Made the World" is a
compelling account of how humans made art and how art makes us human.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Sedillo:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This How Art Made the World is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Irene Holmes:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This How Art Made the World book is readable by simply you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of How Art Made the World
content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking How Art Made the World
is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Andrew Leavens:

The book untitled How Art Made the World contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her
idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you
can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Herlinda Jerkins:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this How Art Made the World can make you sense more interested to read.
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