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Spanning some fifty-four years, The Union on Trial is a fascinating look at the journals that William Barclay
Napton (1808–1883), an editor, Missouri lawyer, and state supreme court judge, kept from his time as a
student at Princeton to his death in Missouri. Although a northerner by birth, Napton, the owner or trustee of
forty-six slaves, viewed American society through a decidedly proslavery lens.

Focusing on events between the 1850s and 1870s, especially those associated with the Civil War and
Reconstruction, The Union on Trial contains Napton’s political reflections, offering thoughtful and important
perspectives of an educated northern-cum-southern rightist on the key issues that turned Missouri toward the
South during the Civil War era. Although Napton’s journals offer provocative insights into the process of
southernization on the border, their real value lies in their author’s often penetrating analysis of the political,
legal, and constitutional revolution that the Civil War generated. Yet the most obvious theme that emerges
from Napton’s journals is the centrality of slavery in Missourians’ measure of themselves and the nation and,
ultimately, in how border states constructed their southernness out of the tumultuous events of the era.

Napton’s impressions of the constitutional crises surrounding the Civil War and Reconstruction offer
essential arguments with which to consider the magnitude of the nation’s most transforming conflict. The
book also provides a revealing look at the often intensely political nature of jurists in nineteenth-century
America. A lengthy introduction contextualizes Napton’s life and beliefs, assessing his transition from
northerner to southerner largely as a product of his political transformation to a proslavery, states’ rights
Democrat but also as a result of his marriage into a slaveholding family. Napton’s tragic Civil War
experience was a watershed in his southern evolution, a process that mirrored his state’s transformation and
one that, by way of memory and politics, ultimately defined both.

Students and scholars of American history, Missouri history, and the Civil War will find this volume
indispensable reading.
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From reader reviews:

Erik Herrera:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying
a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Union on Trial: The Political Journals of Judge William Barclay
Napton, 1829-1883.

Kayla Merritt:

The particular book The Union on Trial: The Political Journals of Judge William Barclay Napton, 1829-1883
has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy
to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Natalie Althoff:

This The Union on Trial: The Political Journals of Judge William Barclay Napton, 1829-1883 is completely
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this The Union on Trial: The Political Journals of Judge William Barclay
Napton, 1829-1883 can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific book
is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy
this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life
as well as knowledge.

Shane Dagostino:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Union on Trial: The Political Journals
of Judge William Barclay Napton, 1829-1883 or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Union on Trial: The Political Journals of Judge
William Barclay Napton, 1829-1883 to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like



this.
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