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Throughout the history of the Western world, science has possessed an extraordinary amount of authority
and prestige. And while its pedestal has been jostled by numerous evolutions and revolutions, science has
always managed to maintain its stronghold as the knowing enterprise that explains how the natural world
works: we treat such legendary scientists as Galileo, Newton, Darwin, and Einstein with admiration and
reverence because they offer profound and sustaining insight into the meaning of the universe.

In The Intelligibility of Nature, Peter Dear considers how science as such has evolved and how it has
marshaled itself to make sense of the world. His intellectual journey begins with a crucial observation: that
the enterprise of science is, and has been, directed toward two distinct but frequently conflated ends—doing
and knowing. The ancient Greeks developed this distinction of value between craft on the one hand and
understanding on the other, and according to Dear, that distinction has survived to shape attitudes toward
science ever since.

Teasing out this tension between doing and knowing during key episodes in the history of
science—mechanical philosophy and Newtonian gravitation, elective affinities and the chemical revolution,
enlightened natural history and taxonomy, evolutionary biology, the dynamical theory of electromagnetism,
and quantum theory—Dear reveals how the two principles became formalized into a single enterprise,
science, that would be carried out by a new kind of person, the scientist. 

Finely nuanced and elegantly conceived, The Intelligibility of Nature will be essential reading for aficionados
and historians of science alike.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Wright:

The feeling that you get from The Intelligibility of Nature: How Science Makes Sense of the World
(science.culture) is the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Intelligibility of Nature:
How Science Makes Sense of the World (science.culture) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you
for having this specific The Intelligibility of Nature: How Science Makes Sense of the World
(science.culture) instantly.

Mark Gibson:

The publication untitled The Intelligibility of Nature: How Science Makes Sense of the World
(science.culture) is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, and so
the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The
Intelligibility of Nature: How Science Makes Sense of the World (science.culture) from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.

Steven Cordell:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Intelligibility of Nature: How
Science Makes Sense of the World (science.culture) is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in
the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Lori Whitten:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Intelligibility of Nature: How Science Makes
Sense of the World (science.culture) to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill
is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book
and learn it. Beside that the book The Intelligibility of Nature: How Science Makes Sense of the World
(science.culture) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of the time.
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