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The bloodiest day in American history took place on the 75th anniversary of the signing of the Constitution.
On September 17, 1862, Robert E. Lee’s Confederate Army of Northern Virginia fought George McClellan’s
Union Army of the Potomac outside Sharpsburg along Antietam Creek. That day, nearly 25,000 would
become casualties, and Lee’s army would barely survive fighting the much bigger Northern army. Although
the battle was tactically a draw, it resulted in forcing Lee’s army out of Maryland and back into Virginia,
making it a strategic victory for the North and an opportune time for President Abraham Lincoln to issue the
Emancipation Proclamation, freeing all slaves in the rebellious states. For those reasons, Antietam is
remembered as one of the major turning points of the Civil War, but it is often overlooked that the bloody
battle only represented the climactic culmination of a 3 week campaign that saw George McClellan
cautiously pull a fragmented Union army together and begin tracking Lee’s army into Maryland. Sizing up
McClellan, Lee had split his army up during its invasion, including sending Stonewall Jackson’s men to
Harpers Ferry, but the whole course of the campaign and possibly the war changed when the Union Army
somehow found a copy of Lee’s marching orders, telling them where the Confederate army would be and
when. To Lee’s surprise, McClellan’s army began advancing far more rapidly, including attacking them at
South Mountain before cornering them along Antietam Creek outside of Sharpsburg. The Army of the
Potomac had pushed Robert E. Lee's army out of Maryland in September 1862 after the Battle of Antietam,
but President Lincoln and his War Department wanted the army to continue going after the Army of
Northern Virginia after it retreated back into Virginia. When George B. McClellan refused to do it, Lincoln
fired him and installed Ambrose E. Burnside as the new commander. Burnside, who didn't believe himself
capable of commanding the Army of the Potomac, only took the job because he was told Fighting Joe
Hooker would get the spot if he refused. With Washington urging Burnside to advance against Lee, Burnside
launched an ill fated operation across the Rappahannock River near Fredericksburg in December 1862. From
December 12-13, Burnside struggled to get his army across the river while it was under fire from
Confederates in Fredericksburg, and things only got worse when they did. Although the Union almost broke
the Confederate lines in the south on December 13, they were ultimately repulsed, and the battle is mostly
remembered for the piecemeal attacks the Union army made on heavily fortified positions Longstreet's men
took up on Marye's Heights. As they threw themselves at Longstreet's heavily fortified position along the
high ground, the Northern soldiers were mowed down again and again. General Longstreet compared the
near continuous fall of soldiers on the battlefield to "the steady dripping of rain from the eaves of a house."
During the battle, Lee turned to Longstreet and commented, "It is well that war is so terrible, otherwise we
should grow too fond of it." As injured Northern soldiers lay freezing and dying on the field that night, the
Northern Lights made a rare appearance. Southern soldiers interpreted it as a favorable omen from God and
mentioned them frequently in their diaries, while Northern soldiers who saw something far less divine
sparsely mentioned them. The following morning, Burnside extricated his army back behind the river, ending
the fighting in 1862.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Matson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Antietam and
Fredericksburg is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Carey Gilliam:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Antietam and Fredericksburg
book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Michele Williams:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this The Antietam and Fredericksburg, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Calvin Copher:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Antietam and Fredericksburg to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about
book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside
that the guide The Antietam and Fredericksburg can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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