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Innocent. Invader. Lover. Thief. Sparrows are everywhere and wear many guises. Able to live in the Arctic
and the desert, from Beijing to San Francisco, the house sparrow is the most ubiquitous wild bird in the
world. They are the subject of elegies by Catullus and John Skelton and listed as “pretty things” in Sei
Shonagon’s Pillow Book—but they’re also urban vermin with shocking manners that were so reviled that
Mao placed them on the list of Four Pests and ordered the Chinese people to kill them on sight.
 
In Sparrow, award-winning science and natural history writer Kim Todd explores the bird's complex history,
biology, and literary tradition. Todd describes the difference between Old World sparrows, like the house
sparrow, which can nest in a garage or in an airport, and New World sparrows, which often stake their claim
to remote islands or meadows in the high Sierra. In addition, she looks at the nineteenth-century Sparrow
War in the United States—a battle over the sparrow’s introduction—which set the stage for decades of
discussions of invasive species. She examines the ways in which sparrows have taught us about evolution
and the shocking recent decline of house sparrows in cities globally—this disappearance of a bird that
seemed hardwired for success remains an ornithological mystery.
 
With lush illustrations, ranging from early woodcuts and illuminated manuscripts to contemporary wildlife
photography, this is the first book-length exploration of the natural and cultural history of this beloved,
reviled, and ubiquitous bird.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Carr:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Sparrow (Reaktion Books - Animal), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Kenneth Hill:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top list in your reading list is actually Sparrow (Reaktion Books - Animal). This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Nicholas Williams:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Sparrow (Reaktion Books - Animal) was bright colored
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Sparrow (Reaktion Books - Animal) has
many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
which.

Carmen Helton:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Sparrow (Reaktion Books - Animal) when you needed it?
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