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In Reconstruction in the Cane Fields, John C. Rodrigue examines emancipation and the difficult transition
from slavery to free labor in one enclave of the South -- the cane sugar region of southern Louisiana. In
contrast to the various forms of sharecropping and tenancy that replaced slavery in the cotton South, wage
labor dominated the sugar industry. Rodrigue demonstrates that the special geographical and environmental
requirements of sugar production in Louisiana shaped the new labor arrangements. Ultimately, he argues, the
particular demands of Louisiana sugar production accorded freedmen formidable bargaining power in the
contest with planters over free labor.

Rodrigue addresses many issues pivotal to all post-emancipation societies: How would labor be reorganized
following slavery's demise? Who would wield decision-making power on the plantation? How were former
slaves to secure the fruits of their own labor? He finds that while freedmen's working and living conditions in
the postbellum sugar industry resembled the prewar status quo, they did not reflect a continuation of the
powerlessness of slavery. Instead, freedmen converted their skills and knowledge of sugar production, their
awareness of how easily they could disrupt the sugar plantation routine, and their political empowerment
during Radical Reconstruction into leverage that they used in disputes with planters over wages, hours, and
labor conditions. Thus, sugar planters, far from being omnipotent overlords who dictated terms to workers,
were forced to adjust to an emerging labor market as well as to black political power.

The labor arrangements particular to postbellum sugar plantations not only propelled the freedmen's political
mobilization during Radical Reconstruction, Rodrigue shows, but also helped to sustain black political power
-- at least for a few years -- beyond Reconstruction's demise in 1877.

By showing that freedmen, under the proper circumstances, were willing to consent to wage labor and to
work routines that strongly resembled those of slavery, Reconstruction in the Cane Fields offers a profound
interpretation of how former slaves defined freedom in slavery's immediate aftermath. It will prove essential
reading for all students of southern, African American, agricultural, and labor history.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Ralph:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Reconstruction in the Cane Fields:From Slavery to
Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar Parishes 1862-1880. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading
a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Reconstruction in the Cane Fields:From
Slavery to Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar Parishes 1862-1880. You can add know-how and of course you
can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Julianna Pepper:

Reconstruction in the Cane Fields:From Slavery to Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar Parishes 1862-1880 can
be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Reconstruction in the Cane Fields:From Slavery to Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar
Parishes 1862-1880 but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial pondering.

Elizabeth Hager:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Reconstruction in the Cane Fields:From Slavery to Free Labor in
Louisiana's Sugar Parishes 1862-1880 this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value
to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is
why this book suited all of you.

Amanda Lara:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Reconstruction in the Cane Fields:From Slavery to Free Labor in
Louisiana's Sugar Parishes 1862-1880 was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your



knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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