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Through films that alternate between containment, order, and symmetry on the one hand, and obsession,
explosiveness, and a lack of control on the other, Chantal Akerman has gained a reputation as one of the
most significant filmmakers working today. Her 1975 film Jeanne Dielman, 23 Quai du Commerce, 1080
Bruxelles is widely regarded as the most important feminist film of that decade. In Nothing Happens, Ivone
Margulies presents the first comprehensive study of this influential avant-garde Belgian filmmaker.
Margulies grounds her critical analysis in detailed discussions of Akerman’s work—from Saute ma ville, a
13-minute black-and-white film made in 1968, through Jeanne Dielman and Je tu il elle to the present.
Focusing on the real-time representation of a woman’s everyday experience in Jeanne Dielman, Margulies
brings the history of social and progressive realism and the filmmaker’s work into perspective. Pursuing two
different but related lines of inquiry, she investigates an interest in the everyday that stretches from postwar
neorealist cinema to the feminist rewriting of women’s history in the seventies. She then shows how
Akerman’s “corporeal cinema” is informed by both American experiments with performance and duration
and the layerings present in works by European modernists Bresson, Rohmer, and Dreyer. This analysis
revises the tired opposition between realism and modernism in the cinema, defines Akerman’s minimal-
hyperrealist aesthetics in contrast to Godard’s anti-illusionism, and reveals the inadequacies of popular
characterizations of Akerman’s films as either simply modernist or feminist.
An essential book for students of Chantal Akerman’s work, Nothing Happens will also interest international
film critics and scholars, filmmakers, art historians, and all readers concerned with feminist film theory.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Bryant:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist
Everyday. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important the book Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday. You can add information
and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Ryan Barrett:

The publication with title Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday has a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Clara Williams:

This Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday is great guide for you because the content
and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Nothing Happens:
Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but
this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt that will?

Nicholas Ko:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s
Hyperrealist Everyday to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and
learn it. Beside that the publication Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday can to be
your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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