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Howard "Stretch" Johnson, a charismatic Harlemite who graduated from Cotton Club dancer to Communist
Party youth leader, once claimed that in late 1930s New York "75% of black cultural figures had Party
membership or maintained regular meaningful contact with the Party." He stretched the truth, but barely. In a
broad-ranging, revisionary account of the extensive relationship between African-American literary culture
and Communism in the 1920s and 1930s, William J. Maxwell uncovers both black literature's debt to
Communism and Communism's debt to black literature?reciprocal obligations first incurred during the
Harlem Renaissance.

Juxtaposing well-known and newly rediscovered works by Claude McKay, Andy Razaf, Mike Gold,
Langston Hughes, Louise Thompson, Richard Wright, Zora Neale Hurston, and Nelson Algren, Maxwell
maintains that the "Old," Soviet-allied Left promoted a spectrum of exchanges between black and white
authors, genres, theories, and cultural institutions. Channels opened between radical Harlem and Bolshevik
Moscow, between the New Negro renaissance and proletarian literature. Claude McKay's 1922-23
pilgrimage to the Soviet Union, for example, usually recalled as a lighthearted adventure in radical tourism,
actually jumpstarted the Comintern's controversial nation-centered program for Afro America. Breaking
from studies governed by Cold War investments and pivoting on the Great Depression, Maxwell argues that
Communism's rare sustenance for African-American initiative?not a seduction of Depression-scarred
innocents?brought scores of literary "New Negroes" to the Old Left.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Miller:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this New Negro, Old Left.

Jennifer Tomasini:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled New
Negro, Old Left your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then
become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The New
Negro, Old Left giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Bettie Hentges:

New Negro, Old Left can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to
get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing New Negro, Old Left however doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Brian Mejia:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be read. New Negro, Old Left can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have
those short spare time problems.
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