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This is the first book devoted to the cultural history in the pre-modern period of people we now describe as
having learning disabilities. Using an interdisciplinary approach, including historical semantics, medicine,
natural philosophy and law, Irina Metzler considers a neglected field of social and medical history and makes
an original contribution to the problem of a shifting concept such as 'idiocy'.

Emphasising the issues with imposing modern definitions of what has variously been called cognitive,
intellectual or mental disability onto the past, this book analyses a wide range of medieval and modern
material. In order to explore how the names and words used to describe people also influenced their social
and cultural treatment, this book looks at what the medieval equivalents to our modern scientific or
psychiatric experts had to say about intellectual disability, and by uncovering how medieval normative texts
shaped ideas of idiocy and folly, this study reconstructs what the legal and social implications of such
concepts were. The book demolishes a number of historiographic myths and stereotypes surrounding
intellectual disability in the Middle Ages and suggests new insights with regard to 'fools', jesters and 'idiots'.

Fools and idiots?: Intellectual disability in the Middle Ages will be required reading for anyone studying or
working in disability studies, history of medicine, social history and the history of ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Ruiz:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Fools and idiots?: Intellectual disability in the Middle
Ages (Disability History MUP). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important the book Fools and idiots?: Intellectual disability in the Middle Ages
(Disability History MUP). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Calvin Baker:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Fools and idiots?:
Intellectual disability in the Middle Ages (Disability History MUP) is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Marva Larson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Fools and idiots?: Intellectual disability in the
Middle Ages (Disability History MUP) as the daily resource information.

Henry Vance:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Fools and idiots?: Intellectual disability in the Middle
Ages (Disability History MUP) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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