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Business practices in Japan inspire fierce and even acrimonious debate, especially when they are compared
to American practices. This book attempts to explain the remarkable economic success of Japan in the
postwar period—a success it is crucial for us to understand in a time marked by controversial trade
imbalances and concerns over competitive industrial performance.

Gerlach focuses on what he calls the intercorporate alliance, the innovative and increasingly pervasive
practice of bringing together a cluster of affiliated companies that extends across a broad range of markets.
The best known of these alliances are the keiretsu, or enterprise groups, which include both diversified
families of firms located around major banks and trading companies and vertical families of suppliers and
distributors linked to prominent manufacturers in the automobile, electronics, and other industries. In
providing a key link between isolated local firms and extended international markets, the intercorporate
alliance has had profound effects on the industrial and social organization of Japanese businesses.

Gerlach casts his net widely. He not only provides a rigorous analysis of intercorporate capitalism in Japan,
making useful distinctions between Japanese and American practices, but he also develops a broad
theoretical context for understanding Japan's business networks. Addressing economists, sociologists, and
other social scientists, he argues that the intercorporate alliance is as much a result of overlapping political,
economic, and social forces as are such traditional Western economic institutions as the public corporation
and the stock market.

Most compellingly, Alliance Capitalism raises important questions about the best method of exchange in any
economy. It identifies situations where cooperation among companies is an effective way of channeling
corporate activities in a world marked by complexity and rapid change, and considers in detail alternatives to
hostile takeovers and other characteristic features of American capitalism. The book also points to the
broader challenges facing Japan and its trading partners as they seek to coordinate their distinctive forms of
economic organization.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Goodson:

The book Alliance Capitalism: The Social Organization of Japanese Business will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Alliance Capitalism: The Social Organization of
Japanese Business is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Maurice Miller:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. That Alliance Capitalism: The Social Organization of Japanese Business
can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Alliance Capitalism: The Social
Organization of Japanese Business.

Chris Hernandez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Alliance Capitalism: The Social Organization of
Japanese Business was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Alliance
Capitalism: The Social Organization of Japanese Business has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Ruth Paiz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you also know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually
Alliance Capitalism: The Social Organization of Japanese Business.
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