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“Take Faust, what is it? A ‘tragedy’, as its author states? A great philosophical tale? A collection of lyrical
insights? Who can say. How about Moby-Dick? Encyclopedia, novel or romance? Or even a ‘singular
medley,’ as one anonymous 1851 review put it? ... ‘It is no longer a novel,’ T.S. Eliot said of Ulysses. But if
not novels, then what are they?”

Literary history has long been puzzled by how to classify and treat these aesthetic monuments. In this highly
original and interdisciplinary work, Franco Moretti builds a theory of the modern epic: a sort of super-genre
that has provided many of the “sacred texts” of Western literary culture. He provides a taxonomy capable of
accommodating Faust, Moby-Dick, The Nibelung’s Ring, Ulysses, The Cantos, The Waste Land, The Man
Without Qualities and One Hundred Years of Solitude.

For Moretti the significance of the modern epic reaches well beyond the aesthetic sphere: it is the form that
represents the European domination of the planet, and establishes a solid consent around it. Political
ambition and formal inventiveness are here continuously entwined, as the representation of the world system
stimulates the technical breakthroughs of polyphony, reverie and leitmotif; of the stream of consciousness,
collage and complexity.

Opening with an analysis of Goethe’s Faust and the different historical roles of epic and the novel, Moretti
moves through a discussion of Wagner’s Ring and on to a sociology of modernist technique. He ends with a
fascinating interpretation of “magic realism” as a compromise formation between a number of modernist
devices and the return of narrative interest, and suggests that the west’s enthusiastic reception of these texts
(and One Hundred Years of Solitude in particular) constitutes a ritual self-absolution for centuries of
colonialism.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Heil:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important normally. The book Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe
to Garcia Marquez was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe to
Garcia Marquez is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the
book Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe to Garcia Marquez. You never really feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Kim Bogdan:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe to Garcia Marquez.

Lorretta Cox:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe
to Garcia Marquez, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Randy Jones:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Modern Epic: The World System
from Goethe to Garcia Marquez that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better
then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but
for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good



habit, you can pick Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe to Garcia Marquez become your own
starter.
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