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Treating rhetoric and symbols as central rather than peripheral to politics, Lisa Wedeen’s groundbreaking
book offers a compelling counterargument to those who insist that politics is primarily about material
interests and the groups advocating for them. During the thirty-year rule of President Hafiz al-Asad’s regime,
his image was everywhere. In newspapers, on television, and during orchestrated spectacles. Asad was
praised as the “father,” the “gallant knight,” even the country’s “premier pharmacist.” Yet most Syrians,
including those who create the official rhetoric, did not believe its claims. Why would a regime spend scarce
resources on a personality cult whose content is patently spurious?

Wedeen shows how such flagrantly fictitious claims were able to produce a politics of public dissimulation
in which citizens acted as if they revered the leader. By inundating daily life with tired symbolism, the
regime exercised a subtle, yet effective form of power. The cult worked to enforce obedience, induce
complicity, isolate Syrians from one another, and set guidelines for public speech and behavior. Wedeen‘s
ethnographic research demonstrates how Syrians recognized the disciplinary aspects of the cult and sought to
undermine them. In a new preface, Wedeen discusses the uprising against the Syrian regime that began in
2011 and questions the usefulness of the concept of legitimacy in trying to analyze and understand
authoritarian regimes.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Davis:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbols in
Contemporary Syria.

Katherine Khan:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and
Symbols in Contemporary Syria was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbols in Contemporary Syria has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you
feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Ann Fortune:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is called of book Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbols in Contemporary Syria.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
location to other place.

Dennis Mock:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and
Symbols in Contemporary Syria.
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