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"The future is certain," according to an old Soviet joke, "it is only the past that is unpredictable." But it is not
solely in totalitarian societies that the past is contested terrain. Disagreements about the meaning and
significance of past events and people have been part of the landscape in our own society from its inception.
To the historian, therefore, the unpredictability of the past is no laughing matter. Indeed, so protracted have
historical disputes become in recent years that there has been a growing conviction among many that the
venerable craft of history is in a state of crisis.
In this brilliant new collection of essays, Lawrence W. Levine, one of our premier writers of history and
President-Elect of the Organization of American Historians, offers an incisive response to the controversy
which rages in the academy today. This debate among historians does not concern, as one might think,
conflicting interpretations of the past, but rather concentrates upon which past events, peoples, and cultures
are significant enough to deserve our attention. Taking issue with those who desire "synthesis" above all
else, Levine's book constitutes a passionate call for inclusion, a history that extends the traditional focus on
the centers of political, economic, and social power to embrace the panoply of ethnic, racial, regional,
occupational, class, and gender groups that have been ignored or distorted in the past, and subject areas--like
folk and popular culture--that have been by-passed or denigrated as trivial. The fourteen essays included here
seek not to erect new fences and shut more doors but to expand our knowledge, supplement our approaches,
and broaden our historical vision.
The Unpredictable Past offers eloquent discussions of American history and historiography at large,
African-American culture, and, perhaps most fascinating, the times of the Great Depression during which
film, radio, photography, and even the comic strip emerged as significant manifestations of a changing
American popular culture. There are also trenchant examinations of folk songs and folktales, Marcus
Garvey's role as a black leader in the 1920s, jazz and American culture, Hollywood's unique view of national
government in Washington (especially as seen in the films of Frank Capra), even Shakespeare's role as the
most popular playwright in nineteenth-century America. The immediacy of each essay is enhanced by the
brief introductions that place each one not only in the context of Levine's career, but in that of American
history as a whole.
Through the course of the book, Levine demonstrates how history, from generation to generation, is viewed
through the prism of an ever-changing present and rather than distorting our vision, offers us new ways of
seeing things, fresh insights not only into the past, but into the present and the future as well. The
Unpredictable Past is a remarkably wide-ranging lens for viewing the richly textured history of America.
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From reader reviews:

George Cardenas:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Unpredictable Past:
Explorations in American Cultural History will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or acceptable book with you?

Mark Bunnell:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this
The Unpredictable Past: Explorations in American Cultural History.

Maria Lamotte:

This The Unpredictable Past: Explorations in American Cultural History is great book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can state no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The Unpredictable Past: Explorations in American Cultural History in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or
fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt that?

Kimberly Martin:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Unpredictable Past:
Explorations in American Cultural History can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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