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Most twentieth-century Americans fail to appreciate the power of Christian conversion that characterized the
eighteenth-century revivals, especially the Great Awakening of the 1740s. The common disdain in this
secular age for impassioned religious emotion and language is merely symptomatic of the shift in values that
has shunted revivals to the sidelines.

The very magnitude of the previous revivals is one indication of their importance. Between 1740 and 1745
literally thousands were converted. From New England to the southern colonies, people of all ages and all
ranks of society underwent the New Birth. Virtually every New England congregation was touched. It is safe
to say that most of the colonists in the 1740s, if not converted themselves, knew someone who was, or at
least heard revival preaching.

The Awakening was a critical event in the intellectual and ecclesiastical life of the colonies. The colonists'
view of the world placed much importance on conversion. Particularly, Calvinist theology viewed the
bestowal of divine grace as the most crucial occurrence in human life. Besides assuring admission to God's
presence in the hereafter, divine grace prepared a person for a fullness of life on earth. In the 1740s the
colonists, in overwhelming numbers, laid claim to the divine power which their theology offered them. Many
experienced the moral transformatoin as promised. In the Awakening the clergy's pleas of half a century
came to dramatic fulfillment.

Not everyone agreed that God was working in the Awakening. Many believed preachers to be demagogues,
stirring up animal spirits. The revival was looked on as an emotional orgy that needlessly disturbed the
churches and frustrated the true work of God. But from 1740 to 1745 no other subject received more
attention in books and pamphlets.

Through the stirring rhetoric of the sermons, theological treatises, and correspondence presented in this
collection, readers can vicariously participate in the ecstasy as well as in the rage generated by America's
first national revival.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Hooper:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book The Great Awakening:
Documents on the Revival of Religion, 1740-1745 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia). All type of book are you able to see on many
resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Nicholas Valles:

This The Great Awakening: Documents on the Revival of Religion, 1740-1745 (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will
be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read
a lot of information you will get. This specific The Great Awakening: Documents on the Revival of Religion,
1740-1745 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry The Great Awakening: Documents on the Revival of Religion, 1740-1745
(Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) can
bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in
the lovely laptop even telephone. This The Great Awakening: Documents on the Revival of Religion, 1740-
1745 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

David Johnston:

The book The Great Awakening: Documents on the Revival of Religion, 1740-1745 (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Great Awakening:
Documents on the Revival of Religion, 1740-1745 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Charles Moreno:

This The Great Awakening: Documents on the Revival of Religion, 1740-1745 (Published for the



Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) is great book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can
declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Great Awakening: Documents on the Revival of Religion,
1740-1745 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that
no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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