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Examines the linguistic relativity principle in relation to the Hupa, Yurok, and Karuk Indians

Despite centuries of intertribal contact, the American Indian peoples of northwestern California have
continued to speak a variety of distinct languages. At the same time, they have come to embrace a common
way of life based on salmon fishing and shared religious practices. In this thought-provoking re-examination
of the hypothesis of linguistic relativity, Sean O’Neill looks closely at the Hupa, Yurok, and Karuk peoples
to explore the striking juxtaposition between linguistic diversity and relative cultural uniformity among their
communities.

O’Neill examines intertribal contact, multilingualism, storytelling, and historical change among the three
tribes, focusing on the traditional culture of the region as it existed during the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. He asks important historical questions at the heart of the linguistic relativity hypothesis:
Have the languages in fact grown more similar as a result of contact, multilingualism, and cultural
convergence? Or have they instead maintained some of their striking grammatical and semantic differences?
Through comparison of the three languages, O’Neill shows that long-term contact among the tribes
intensified their linguistic differences, creating unique Hupa, Yurok, and Karuk identities.

If language encapsulates worldview, as the principle of linguistic relativity suggests, then this region’s
linguistic diversity is puzzling. Analyzing patterns of linguistic accommodation as seen in the semantics of
space and time, grammatical classification, and specialized cultural vocabularies, O’Neill resolves the
apparent paradox by assessing long-term effects of contact.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Parra:

Here thing why this Cultural Contact and Linguistic Relativity among the Indians of Northwestern California
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Cultural Contact and Linguistic Relativity among the
Indians of Northwestern California giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with Cultural Contact and Linguistic Relativity
among the Indians of Northwestern California. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible
to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Cultural Contact and Linguistic Relativity
among the Indians of Northwestern California in e-book can be your alternative.

Charles Branch:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Cultural Contact and Linguistic Relativity among the Indians of
Northwestern California book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find
the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Cultural Contact and Linguistic Relativity
among the Indians of Northwestern California content conveys the idea easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So ,
do you nonetheless thinking Cultural Contact and Linguistic Relativity among the Indians of Northwestern
California is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jean Gonzales:

Exactly why? Because this Cultural Contact and Linguistic Relativity among the Indians of Northwestern
California is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it
will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Elizabeth Villalobos:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker



to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Cultural Contact and Linguistic Relativity among the Indians of Northwestern
California this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable
all of you.
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