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One of the largest and most complex human services systems in Western nations has evolved to address the
needs of people with developmental disabilities. In the U.S., for example, school budgets are stretched thin
by legally mandated special education, and billions of Medicaid dollars annually are consumed by residential
and professional services to this population.

The temptation of a quick fix is strong. Many parents desperately seek the latest ideas and place pressure on
program administrators, who often are not trained to think critically about the evidence base for intervention
efforts. The problems of people with developmental disabilities have historically been targeted by a wide
range of professionals who rely on clinical experience and intuition and do not submit their claims to the
tests of scientific research. Professional entrepreneurs have energetically promoted their treatments to a
public perhaps too trustful of those with credentials.

Thus, families and their children are buffeted by reforms founded on belief and ideologically driven
management. Services fluctuate with the currents of social movements and rapidly shifting philosophies of
care as policymakers and providers strive for increased responsiveness and individualization. These forces
affect not only where and how, but how well people are served. Too often, services are less effective than
they could be, or worse, damaging to personal growth and quality of life. Many treatments are based on
poorly understood or even disproven approaches.

What approaches to early intervention, education, therapy, and remediation really help those with mental
retardation and developmental disabilities improve their functioning and adaptation? And what approaches
represent wastes of time, effort, and resources?

This book brings together leading behavioral scientists and practitioners to focus light on the major
controversies surrounding these questions. The authors review the origins, perpetuation, and resistance to
scrutiny of questionable practices, and offer a clear rationale for appraising the quality of services.

In an era of increasing accountability, no one with a professional stake in services to individuals with mental
retardation and developmental disabilities can afford not to read this book.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brill:

Exactly why? Because this Controversial Therapies for Developmental Disabilities: Fad, Fashion, and
Science in Professional Practice is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that
but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author
who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining
way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have
such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Paul Skeens:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Controversial Therapies for Developmental Disabilities: Fad,
Fashion, and Science in Professional Practice why because the amazing cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Ann Fortune:

Beside this specific Controversial Therapies for Developmental Disabilities: Fad, Fashion, and Science in
Professional Practice in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Controversial Therapies for Developmental Disabilities: Fad, Fashion, and Science in Professional Practice
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this
book as well as read it from currently!

Mary Clement:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Controversial Therapies for Developmental
Disabilities: Fad, Fashion, and Science in Professional Practice can give you a lot of friends because by you
considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might



be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? Let's have Controversial Therapies for Developmental Disabilities: Fad, Fashion, and Science in
Professional Practice.
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