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If you could meet one deceased literary figure, who would that be? What would you ask? What would you
say, and why? In AfterWord: Conjuring the Literary Dead, eighteen distinguished authors respond to this
challenge by creating imagined conversations with a constellation of British and American authors, from
Samuel Johnson to Jane Austen to Samuel Beckett to Edith Wharton.
 
Each chapter embarks on an intellectual, emotional, and often humorous voyage as the layers of time are
peeled away, letting readers experience authors as they really were in their own era or, on occasion,
transported to the present. As eccentric as it is eclectic, this collection takes the audience on a dizzying
descent into a literary Inferno where biographers, novelists, and critics eat the food of the dead and return to
tell the tale. Readers will take great pleasure in seeing what happens when scholars are loosed from the
chains of fact and conduct imaginary interviews with deceased authors.
 
Covering 200 years of literary history, the essays in AfterWord draw upon the lifelong, consuming interest of
the contributors, each fashioning a vivid, credible portrait of a vulnerable, driven, fully human character. As
contributors appeal to what Margaret Atwood calls the deep human desire to “go to the land of the dead, to
bring back to the living someone who has gone there,” readers are privy to questions that have seldom been
asked, to incidents that have been suppressed, to some of the secrets that have puzzled readers for years, and
to novel literary truths about the essential nature of each author.
 
Contributors to AfterWord are: Catherine Aird (on Rudyard Kipling), Brian Aldiss (on Thomas Hardy),
Margaret Atwood (on negotiating with the dead), William M. Chace (on Ezra Pound), Nora Crook (on the
Shelleys), Paul Delany (on George Gissing), Colin Dexter (on Alfred Edward Housman), Margaret Drabble
(on Arnold Bennett), Peter Firchow (on George Orwell), Alan W. Friedman (on Samuel Beckett), Eugene
Goodheart (on Jane Austen), John Halperin (on Edith Wharton), Francis King (on Oscar Wilde), Jeffrey
Meyers (on Samuel Johnson), Cynthia Ozick (on Henry James), Jay Parini (on Robert Frost), Carl Rollyson
(on William Faulkner), Dale Salwak and Laura Nagy (on literary imagination), Alan Sillitoe (on Joseph
Conrad), and Ann Thwaite (on Frances Hodgson Burnett, Edmund Gosse, A. A. Milne, and Emily
Tennyson).
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From reader reviews:

James Ray:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled
AfterWord: Conjuring the Literary Dead? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has
the opinion or you have different opinion?

Jeff Jaco:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name AfterWord:
Conjuring the Literary Dead suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The
particular book untitled AfterWord: Conjuring the Literary Deadis a single of several books in which
everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so
all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Kay Young:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
AfterWord: Conjuring the Literary Dead.

James Cooper:

You can get this AfterWord: Conjuring the Literary Dead by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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