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As visiting physician to Bethlem Hospital, the archetypal "Bedlam" and Britain's first and (for hundreds of
years) only public institution for the insane, Dr. John Monro (1715–1791) was a celebrity in his own day.
Jonathan Andrews and Andrew Scull call him a "connoisseur of insanity, this high priest of the trade in
lunacy." Although the basics of his life and career are well known, this study is the first to explore in depth
Monro's colorful and contentious milieu. Mad-doctoring grew into a recognized, if not entirely respectable,
profession during the eighteenth century, and besides being affiliated with public hospitals, Monro and other
mad-doctors became entrepreneurs and owners of private madhouses and were consulted by the rich and
famous.

Monro's close social connections with members of the aristocracy and gentry, as well as with medical
professionals, politicians, and divines, guaranteed him a significant place in the social, political, cultural, and
intellectual worlds of his time. Andrews and Scull draw on an astonishing array of visual materials and
verbal sources that include the diaries, family papers, and correspondence of some of England's wealthiest
and best-connected citizens. The book is also distinctive in the coverage it affords to individual case histories
of Monro's patients, including such prominent contemporary figures as the Earls Ferrers and Orford, the
religious "enthusiast" Alexander Cruden, and the "mad" King George III, as well as his crazy would-be
assassin, Margaret Nicholson.

What the authors make clear is that Monro, a serious physician neither reactionary nor enlightened in his
methods, was the outright epitome of the mad-trade as it existed then, esteemed in some quarters and
ridiculed in others. The fifty illustrations, expertly annotated and integrated with the text, will be a revelation
to many readers.
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From reader reviews:

Hattie Jasso:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Undertaker of the Mind: John Monro and
Mad-Doctoring in Eighteenth-Century England (Medicine and Society) is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Charles Smith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Undertaker of the Mind: John Monro
and Mad-Doctoring in Eighteenth-Century England (Medicine and Society) reserve written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still skepticism Undertaker of the Mind: John Monro and Mad-Doctoring in Eighteenth-
Century England (Medicine and Society) as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is
one book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Sadie McBride:

Beside that Undertaker of the Mind: John Monro and Mad-Doctoring in Eighteenth-Century England
(Medicine and Society) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data.
The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel
like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Undertaker of the Mind: John Monro
and Mad-Doctoring in Eighteenth-Century England (Medicine and Society) because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and
read it from currently!

Stephen Ross:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. By the book Undertaker of the Mind: John Monro and Mad-Doctoring in Eighteenth-Century
England (Medicine and Society) we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get



creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life with that book Undertaker of the Mind: John Monro and Mad-Doctoring
in Eighteenth-Century England (Medicine and Society). You can more desirable than now.
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