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Much of the modern way of thinking about history and historiography in fact begins with the great Greek
historian Thucydides, an Athenian general in the latter half of the fifth century b.c.e. It is also Thucydides
who provides us with the historical framework for fifth-century Greece, a period of progress and creativity
rarely equaled in human history. His work, The Peloponnesian War, recounts that destructive conflict and
also includes the only surviving contemporary record of the rise of the Athenian empire. Thucydides teaches
his readers that the most powerful states in the world can come to a humiliating end, that a careless tyranny,
especially toward the weak, and, nearly two millennia before Machiavelli, that absolute power corrupts
absolutely.
In A Historical Commentary on Thucydides, David Cartwright aims to guide the Greekless reader through
Thucydides' fascinating yet demanding narrative. Cartwright's is the only such full-length, one-volume
commentary and companion: it is based on Rex Warner's Penguin translation of Thucydides--the most
widely used translation--and requires no knowledge of Greek. The introduction to A Historical Commentary
on Thucydides includes a brief biography of Thucydides: his approach, aims, and methods are discussed, as
are the general character of his work and his contribution to historiography. The commentary gives brief
accounts of the people and places mentioned by Thucydides and puts events in their immediate and wider
contexts. Cartwright provides occasional summaries, explains Greek concepts and technical terms, and offers
interpretations of difficult or controversial passages. The author also picks out important historiographical
issues and discusses the themes' underlying events.
For both first-time readers and seasoned students, this commentary gives broad access to one of antiquity's
most profound and difficult writers. Historians, classicists, and anyone else interested in the cultural and
intellectual achievements of ancient Greece will find A Historical Commentary on Thucydides a welcome
addition to their library.
David Cartwright is Head of Classics at Dulwich College, London, England.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Haubrich:

With other case, little men and women like to read book A Historical Commentary on Thucydides: A
Companion to Rex Warner's Penguin Translation. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important any book A Historical Commentary on Thucydides: A
Companion to Rex Warner's Penguin Translation. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, you can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Irma Patterson:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book A Historical Commentary on Thucydides: A
Companion to Rex Warner's Penguin Translation will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search
of best book or ideal book with you?

Tammy Medina:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is usually A Historical Commentary on Thucydides: A Companion to Rex Warner's Penguin
Translation.

Robert Ross:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific A Historical Commentary on
Thucydides: A Companion to Rex Warner's Penguin Translation can give you a lot of friends because by you
taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So
, why hesitate? We need to have A Historical Commentary on Thucydides: A Companion to Rex Warner's
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