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Dr. Finn, of Killaloe, in county Clare, was as well known in those parts,—the confines, that is, of the
counties Clare, Limerick, Tipperary, and Galway,—as was the bishop himself who lived in the same town,
and was as much respected. Many said that the doctor was the richer man of the two, and the practice of his
profession was extended over almost as wide a district. Indeed the bishop whom he was privileged to attend,
although a Roman Catholic, always spoke of their dioceses being conterminate. It will therefore be
understood that Dr. Finn,—Malachi Finn was his full name,—had obtained a wide reputation as a country
practitioner in the west of Ireland. And he was a man sufficiently well to do, though that boast made by his
friends, that he was as warm a man as the bishop, had but little truth to support it. Bishops in Ireland, if they
live at home, even in these days, are very warm men; and Dr. Finn had not a penny in the world for which he
had not worked hard. He had, moreover, a costly family, five daughters and one son, and, at the time of
which we are speaking, no provision in the way of marriage or profession had been made for any of them. Of
the one son, Phineas, the hero of the following pages, the mother and five sisters were very proud. The
doctor was accustomed to say that his goose was as good as any other man's goose, as far as he could see as
yet; but that he should like some very strong evidence before he allowed himself to express an opinion that
the young bird partook, in any degree, of the qualities of a swan. From which it may be gathered that Dr.
Finn was a man of common-sense. Phineas had come to be a swan in the estimation of his mother and sisters
by reason of certain early successes at college. His father, whose religion was not of that bitter kind in which
we in England are apt to suppose that all the Irish Roman Catholics indulge, had sent his son to Trinity; and
there were some in the neighbourhood of Killaloe,—patients, probably, of Dr. Duggin, of Castle Connell, a
learned physician who had spent a fruitless life in endeavouring to make head against Dr. Finn,—who
declared that old Finn would not be sorry if his son were to turn Protestant and go in for a fellowship. Mrs.
Finn was a Protestant, and the five Miss Finns were Protestants, and the doctor himself was very much given
to dining out among his Protestant friends on a Friday. Our Phineas, however, did not turn Protestant up in
Dublin, whatever his father's secret wishes on that subject may have been. He did join a debating society, to
success in which his religion was no bar; and he there achieved a sort of distinction which was both easy and
pleasant, and which, making its way down to Killaloe, assisted in engendering those ideas as to swanhood of
which maternal and sisterly minds are so sweetly susceptible. "I know half a dozen old windbags at the
present moment," said the doctor, "who were great fellows at debating clubs when they were boys." "Phineas
is not a boy any longer," said Mrs. Finn. "And windbags don't get college scholarships," said Matilda Finn,
the second daughter. "But papa always snubs Phinny," said Barbara, the youngest. "I'll snub you, if you don't
take care," said the doctor, taking Barbara tenderly by the ear;—for his youngest daughter was the doctor's
pet.
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From reader reviews:

Corrine Switzer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Phineas Finn. Try to make the book Phineas Finn as your friend. It means
that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Dale Hollander:

Often the book Phineas Finn will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to
you. The book Phineas Finn is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Elvis Quinlan:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a book. The book Phineas Finn it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space
to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Patricia Baker:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Phineas Finn to make your own reading is interesting.
Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially.
It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Phineas Finn
can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these
time.
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