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For a century now, scholars have searched for the “source” of Marcel Proust’s startlingly innovative novel À
la recherche du temps perdu. Some have pointed to Henri Bergson, Sigmund Freud, or Paul Sollier. Others
have referenced the novels of Henry James. But no one has focused on the more significant influence of the
writings of Henry’s older brother, the psychologist and Harvard professor William James. A close
comparison reveals the degree to which Proust’s novel stems from James’s psychological and philosophical
theories.

William James was a prominent member of the scientific, medical and philosophical communities in Proust’s
Paris and was close friends with two men well known to Proust. His works were translated into French and
reviewed in French journals and newspapers. This book discloses how Proust likely became familiar with
William James and illustrates how James’s writings were key to Proust’s ability to craft the book he had
been trying to write, extending even to his use of similar language and imagery and a narrative schema that
arguably mimics James’s descriptions of consciousness, perception, and memory. Proust’s hero assiduously
explores the vague, uncertain, relational aspects of experience, the trials and comforts of habit, the
salvational potential of memory, the “moral” aspects of personal history teeming with impression and
desire—these are the truths of human psychology and behavior theorized by William James and made
fictional flesh in Proust’s rendition of lived experience.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Louviere:

The book Marcel Proust in the Light of William James: In Search of a Lost Source can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Marcel Proust in
the Light of William James: In Search of a Lost Source? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book Marcel Proust in the Light of William James: In Search of a Lost Source has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous
world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Marie Clayton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Marcel Proust in the Light of William
James: In Search of a Lost Source e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Marcel
Proust in the Light of William James: In Search of a Lost Source as good book not just by the cover but also
by content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Sharyl Nettles:

This Marcel Proust in the Light of William James: In Search of a Lost Source is great publication for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can state
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Marcel Proust in the Light of William James: In Search of a Lost Source in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world within ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Marian Buell:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Marcel Proust in the Light of William
James: In Search of a Lost Source or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know



how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Marcel Proust in the Light of William James: In Search of a Lost Source
to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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