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Joni Mitchell is one of the foremost singer-songwriters of the late twentieth century. Yet despite her
reputation, influence, and cultural importance, a detailed appraisal of her musical achievement is still
lacking. Whitesell presents a through exploration of Mitchell's musical style, sound, and structure in order to
evaluate her songs from a musicological perspective. His analyses are conceived within a holistic framework
that takes account of poetic nuance, cultural reference, and stylistic evolution over a long, adventurous
career.

Mitchell's songs represent a complex, meticulously crafted body of work. The Music of Joni Mitchell offers a
comprehensive survey of her output, with many discussions of individual songs, organized by topic rather
than chronology. Individual chapters each explore a different aspect of her craft, such as poetic voice,
harmony, melody, and large-scale form. A separate chapter is devoted to the central theme of personal
freedom, as expressed through diverse symbolic registers of the journey quest, bohemianism, creative
license, and spiritual liberation.

Previous accounts of Mitchell's songwriting have tended to favor her poetic vision, expansive verse
structures, and riveting vocal delivery. Whitesell fills out this account with special attention to musical
technique, showing how such traits as complex or conflicting sonorities, dualities of harmonic mode,
dialectical tensions of texture and register, intricately layered instrumental figuration, and a variable vocal
persona are all essential to her distinctive identity as a songwriter. The Music of Joni Mitchell develops a set
of conceptual tools geared specifically to Mitchell's songs, in order to demonstrate the extent of her technical
innovation in the pop song genre, to give an account of the formal sophistication and rhetorical power
characterizing her work as a whole, and to provide grounds for the recognition of her intellectual stature as a
composer within her chosen field.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Stanford:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Music of Joni Mitchell book as beginning and
daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Dana Register:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Music of Joni Mitchell, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Charles Smith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Music of Joni Mitchell guide
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Music of Joni Mitchell as good book not
simply by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Omer Brown:

This The Music of Joni Mitchell is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Music of Joni Mitchell can be the
light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there
isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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