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In 1855, Nathaniel Hawthorne wrote to his publisher, complaining about the irritating fad of “scribbling
women.” Whether they were written by professionals, by women who simply wanted to connect with others,
or by those who wanted to leave a record of their lives, those “scribbles” are fascinating, informative, and
instructive.

Margaret Catchpole was a transported prisoner whose eleven letters provide the earliest record of white
settlement in Australia. Writing hundreds of years later, Aboriginal writer Doris Pilkington-Garimara wrote a
novel about another kind of exile in Australia. Young Isabella Beeton, one of twenty-one children and
herself the mother of four, managed to write a groundbreaking cookbook before she died at the age of
twenty-eight. World traveler and journalist Nelly Bly used her writing to expose terrible injustices. Sei
Shonagan has left us poetry and journal entries that provide a vivid look at the pampered life and intrigues in
Japan’s imperial court. Ada Blackjack, sole survivor of a disastrous scientific expedition in the Arctic, fought
isolation and fear with her precious Eversharp pencil. Dr. Dang Thuy Tram’s diary, written in a field hospital
in the steaming North Vietnamese jungle while American bombs fell, is a heartbreaking record of fear and
hope.

Many of the women in “Scribbling Women” had eventful lives. They became friends with cannibals,
delivered babies, stole horses, and sailed on whaling ships. Others lived quietly, close to home. But each of
them has illuminated the world through her words.

A note from the author: OOPS! On page 197, the credit for the Portrait of Harriet Jacobs on page 43 should
read: courtesy of Library of Congress, not Jean Fagan Yellin. On page 197, the credit for the portrait of
Isabella Beeton on page 61 should read: National Portrait Gallery, London. On page 198, the credit for page
147 should be Dang Kim Tram, not Kim Tram Dang. We are very sorry about the mix-up in the Photo
Credits, they will be updated on any new editions or reprints.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Harris:

The book "Scribbling Women": True Tales from Astonishing Lives can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book
"Scribbling Women": True Tales from Astonishing Lives? Several of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book "Scribbling Women": True Tales from Astonishing Lives has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Cheryl Thornton:

This book untitled "Scribbling Women": True Tales from Astonishing Lives to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Louis Hudson:

The e-book untitled "Scribbling Women": True Tales from Astonishing Lives is the publication that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you.
The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate.
You also could get the e-book of "Scribbling Women": True Tales from Astonishing Lives from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Clyde Okane:

The book untitled "Scribbling Women": True Tales from Astonishing Lives contain a lot of information on
it. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in
the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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