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In Contemporary Irish Poetry and the Pastoral Tradition, Donna L. Potts closely examines the pastoral
genre in the work of six Irish poets writing today. Through the exploration of the poets and their works, she
reveals the wide range of purposes that pastoral has served in both Northern Ireland and the Republic: a
postcolonial critique of British imperialism; a response to modernity, industrialization, and globalization; a
way of uncovering political and social repercussions of gendered representations of Ireland; and, more
recently, a means for conveying environmentalism’s more complex understanding of the value of nature.

Potts traces the pastoral back to its origins in the work of Theocritus of Syracuse in the third century and
plots its evolution due to cultural changes. While all pastoral poems share certain generic traits, Potts makes
clear that pastorals are shaped by social and historical contexts, and Irish pastorals in particular were
influenced by Ireland’s unique relationship with the land, language, and industrialization due to England’s
colonization.
For her discussion, Potts has chosen six poets who have written significant collections of pastoral poetry and
whose work is in dialogue with both the pastoral tradition and other contemporary pastoral poets. Three
poets are men—John Montague, Seamus Heaney, Michael Longley—while three are women—Eavan
Boland, Medbh McGuckian, Nuala Ní Dhomhnaill. Five are English-language authors, while the sixth—Ní
Dhomhnaill—writes in Irish. Additionally, some of the poets hail from the Republic, while others originate
from Northern Ireland. Potts contends that while both Irish Republic and Northern Irish poets respond to a
shared history of British colonization in their pastorals, the 1921 partition of the country caused the pastoral
tradition to evolve differently on either side of the border, primarily because of the North’s more rapid
industrialization; its more heavily Protestant population, whose response to environmentalism was somewhat
different than that of the Republic’s predominantly Catholic population; as well the greater impact of the
world wars and the Irish Troubles.

In an important distinction from other studies of Irish poetry, Potts moves beyond the influence of history
and politics on contemporary Irish pastoral poetry to consider the relatively recent influence of ecology.
Contemporary Irish poets often rely on the motif of the pastoral retreat to highlight various environmental
threats to those retreats—whether they be high-rises, motorways, global warming, or acid rain. Potts
concludes by speculating on the future of pastoral in contemporary Irish poetry through her examination of
more recent poets—including Moya Cannon and Paula Meehan—as well as other genres such as film,
drama, and fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Holder:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their
can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this specific Contemporary Irish Poetry and the Pastoral Tradition to
read.

Annie Resnick:

This book untitled Contemporary Irish Poetry and the Pastoral Tradition to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book
in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Alicia Romero:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Contemporary Irish Poetry and the Pastoral Tradition can be good
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Herbert Gist:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Contemporary Irish Poetry and
the Pastoral Tradition that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all
of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your
good habit, you may pick Contemporary Irish Poetry and the Pastoral Tradition become your starter.
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