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For nearly half a century, social scientists have made claims that there is a "therapeutic ethos" with extensive
influence upon numerous aspects of American society. In Therapeutic Culture, twelve authors address the
implications of this ethos and its effects on a wide range of social institutions, extending from the family to
schools, and operating in religious behavior and within the legal system. Has there been, as the sociological
theorist Philip Rieff argued in 1966, a "triumph of the therapeutic?" If so, in what kinds of institutions has it
been most pervasive? At the same time, what aspects of modern culture has it replaced or defeated?
Therapeutic Culture addresses these questions, and raises others. Part 1 of this volume examines the
emergence of the idea of "authenticity" as it defines the manipulation of emotions and behavior both in the
United States and Great Britain. Contributors include Elisabeth Lasch-Quinn, Frank Furedi, Jonathan B.
Imber, and Alan Woolfolk. Part 2 illustrates specific cases of the effects of therapeutic culture within
institutions, including courts, schools, religious communities, and the "virtual community" of the Internet.
Contributors include James L. Nolan, Jr., John Steadman Rice, Felicia Wu Song, and James Tucker. Part 3
extends the analyses of specific social institutions to the broader consequences that have resulted as a
therapeutic ethos has taken root in contemporary life. Contributors include Digby Anderson, Ellen Herman,
and James Davison Hunter. Part 4 is devoted to a previously unpublished essay by Philip Rieff whose
significant influence can be seen in many of the contributions. Rieff revisits the highly controversial
confirmation hearings of Supreme Court Associate Justice Clarence Thomas in 1991 and offers ample
evidence of the therapeutic uses of politics as well as the political manipulations available within a
therapeutic culture to provide a fitting conclusion. This volume establishes a benchmark for further
theoretical reflection and empirical research on the nature of therapeutic culture. It will be of interest to
sociologists, psychologists, political scientists, and cultural studies specialists.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Hahne:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Therapeutic Culture:
Triumph and Defeat is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Michael Durkin:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Therapeutic Culture:
Triumph and Defeat suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Therapeutic Culture: Triumph and Defeatis a single of several books that will everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this
book.

Robert Crawford:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Therapeutic Culture: Triumph and Defeat offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Claudia Chittum:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the
top listing in your reading list is definitely Therapeutic Culture: Triumph and Defeat. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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