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In this book, Susan Geiger establishes gender as a category of analysis that not only situates women in
African political life, but also compels readers to reformulate concepts such as "nationalism" and the "state."
By highlighting the key role women played in the nationalist struggle in Tanganyika, Geiger dispels
"metanarratives" of African nationalism that privilege Western-educated African male elites and generally
conceive African nationalism as an imported ideology. Through her accounts of the life histories of women
participants in the Tanganyika African National Union (TANU), Geiger reveals the actions and "culture of
politics" through which TANU women constructed, performed and maintained nationalism in Tanzania. The
striking commonality of these life histories is the extent to which women expressed a sense of personal and
collective identity that encompassed far more than particular ethnic loyalties and affiliations. TANU women
drew upon notions of dignity, pan-ethnic solidarity, equality, and tolerance to articulate a nationalist
consciousness that has persisted in spite of economic hardship and political disenchantment. This sense of
Tanzanian nationalism, rooted in the forms of popular mobilization expressed by women, challenges facile
assessments of nationalism in Africa as a "success" or a "failure." Throughout the book, the life of Bibi Titi
Mohamed, the most prominent woman leader during the nationalist phase (1955-65), provides a thread that
connects the narratives of TANU women's activities. Geiger develops the experiences of Bibi Titi Mohamed
into a metaphor for the strengths and limitations of women's political participation and the continuing gender
constraints facing Tanzanian women. Methodologically innovative, solidly researched, and compellingly
written, "TANU Women" is a book of broad scholarly appeal. It is also a book that should find wide use in
courses on African history and politics, women in Africa, and women's studies.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Sanchez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular TANU Women: Gender
and Culture in the Making of Tanganyikan Nationalism, 1955-1965 (Social History of Africa) book as starter
and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Anthony Anderson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take TANU Women: Gender and Culture in the Making
of Tanganyikan Nationalism, 1955-1965 (Social History of Africa) as the daily resource information.

Nila Cobb:

Typically the book TANU Women: Gender and Culture in the Making of Tanganyikan Nationalism, 1955-
1965 (Social History of Africa) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book TANU Women: Gender and Culture in the Making of Tanganyikan
Nationalism, 1955-1965 (Social History of Africa) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Amy Osburn:

The book TANU Women: Gender and Culture in the Making of Tanganyikan Nationalism, 1955-1965
(Social History of Africa) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.
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