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A brilliantly imaginative, illustrated recreation of an 1890s Los Angeles pocket guide, or "Sporting
Guide," to the brothels of the day.

Los Angeles, 1897, When Vice Ruled The City

Long before the glitz and glamour of Hollywood, Los Angeles was a city where dreamers from all over the
world came to make their fortunes—where a madam named Pearl Morton entertained the most powerful
politicians and entrepreneurs inside her namesake brothel. In a series of haunting, interlinked stories set in
the period, author and filmmaker Liz Goldwyn re-creates a “sporting guide”—a secret diary and guidebook
of the best brothels and prostitutes in the city. In this world a hushed conversation inside a velvet-lined
boudoir could destroy a man, and the rustle of bushes might reveal a sordid assignation. Based on original
research in the libraries and archives of Los Angeles, these fictional stories are often inspired by real
historical characters—like the laudanum-addicted Cora Phillips, whose tombstone Goldwyn rediscovered, or
Bartolo Ballerino, Italian immigrant slumlord of the forgotten red-light district, or thirteen-year-old Frances
dreaming of life beyond the Children’s Orphan Asylum. Interspersed in these stories—and featuring over a
hundred historical photos and illustrations—Goldwyn reveals the history of the period, from the rage for
corsets to crushed pearl powder cosmetics and the awful cures for syphilis. Sporting Guide evokes a lost
world of those on the margins of Los Angeles, of the hustlers who made it into one of the great cities of the
world, and Goldwyn gives a poignant voice to the people and stories forgotten by time.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Elam:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled
Sporting Guide: Los Angeles, 1897? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have different opinion?

Marcia Marshall:

The book Sporting Guide: Los Angeles, 1897 make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Sporting Guide: Los Angeles, 1897
for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a
reserve Sporting Guide: Los Angeles, 1897. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Victoria Austin:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Sporting Guide: Los
Angeles, 1897. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Jan Dixon:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Sporting Guide: Los Angeles, 1897
can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than
the others?
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