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At the dawn of the twentieth century, British intelligence agents began to venture in increasing numbers to
the Arab lands of the Ottoman Empire, a region of crucial geopolitical importance spanning present-day Iraq,
Jordan, Syria, and Saudi Arabia. They were drawn by the twin objectives of securing the land route to India
and finding adventure and spiritualism in a mysterious and ancient land. But these competing desires created
a dilemma: how were they to discreetly and patriotically gather facts in a region they were drawn to for its
legendary inscrutability and by the promise of fame and escape from Britain?

In this groundbreaking book, Priya Satia tracks the intelligence community's tactical grappling with this
problem and the myriad cultural, institutional, and political consequences of their methodological choices
during and after the Great War. She tells the story of how an imperial state in thrall to the cultural notions of
equivocal agents and beset by an equally captivated and increasingly assertive mass democracy invented a
wholly new style of "covert empire" centered on the world's first brutal aerial surveillance regime in Iraq.
Drawing on a wealth of archival sources--from the fictional to the recently declassified--this book explains
how Britons reconciled genuine ethical scruples with the actual violence of their Middle Eastern empire. As
it vividly demonstrates how imperialism was made fit for an increasingly democratic and anti-imperial
world, what emerges is a new interpretation of the military, cultural, and political legacies of the Great War
and of the British Empire in the twentieth century.

Unpacking the romantic fascination with "Arabia" as the land of espionage, Spies in Arabia presents a stark
tale of poetic ambition, war, terror, and failed redemption--and the prehistory of our present discontents.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carpenter:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Spies in Arabia: The Great War and the
Cultural Foundations of Britain's Covert Empire in the Middle East is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Curtis Salas:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Spies in Arabia: The Great War and the Cultural Foundations of Britain's Covert Empire in the Middle East,
you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Charles Davis:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
listing in your reading list is usually Spies in Arabia: The Great War and the Cultural Foundations of
Britain's Covert Empire in the Middle East. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get
you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get
many advantages.

Sherry Hansen:

You can obtain this Spies in Arabia: The Great War and the Cultural Foundations of Britain's Covert Empire
in the Middle East by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or
printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by
your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to
get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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