
Peaceful Kings: Peace, Power and the Early
Medieval Political Imagination

Paul Kershaw

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0198208707
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0198208707
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0198208707


Peaceful Kings: Peace, Power and the Early Medieval
Political Imagination

Paul Kershaw

Peaceful Kings: Peace, Power and the Early Medieval Political Imagination Paul Kershaw
In Rome on Christmas Day 800 Charlemagne, the Frankish king, was acclaimed "most August, crowned by
God, great and peacemaking emperor." This event transformed the nature of his rule, marked the re-
emergence of the ideas of empire in the early medieval West, and changed the history of western monarchy.
But why was Charlemagne acclaimed as peacemaking emperor? How had peace come to be seen as a central
component of western European rulership?

Drawing upon a wealth of contemporary sources this study explores the image of peaceful rulership in
western Europe from the earliest phase of post-Roman polities -- Vandal Africa, Gibichung Burgundy,
Ostrogothic Italy - to the Carolingian and Anglo-Saxon worlds. From poems celebrating Vandal baths that
evoked stoic concepts of cosmic order to seventh-century Visigothic poetry and early Irish theorising on the
ideal ruler, this book offers a comprehensive vision of how the relationship between ideas of kingship and
peace was explored through poetry, political thought, ritual and the writing of history across Europe in the
early Middle Ages. Peace emerges in these centuries as a concern for kings and emperors, their celebrants,
critics, and advisors. It was no less an issue for those whom they ruled. From prayers for safe travel and
blessings for new houses through to medieval pilgrim accounts praising the surprising security of ninth-
century Egypt's roads, this study asks what peace meant to early medieval people, and how collective
expectations and royal intentions met.

This is the first full scholarly exploration of the relationship between the idea of peace and rulership through
Europe's formative centuries, setting the shifting terms of that relationship in their full historical, political
and cultural context. In the process it offers new insights to the reception of late antique thought and imagery
in the earlier Middle Ages, the range and distinctiveness of early medieval political thought, and the
intellectual vitality of the period AD 500 to 900.
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From reader reviews:

Erwin Fast:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Peaceful Kings: Peace, Power and the
Early Medieval Political Imagination to read.

Tony Paulson:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Peaceful Kings: Peace, Power and the Early
Medieval Political Imagination book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Adriana Phillips:

Beside this Peaceful Kings: Peace, Power and the Early Medieval Political Imagination in your phone, it can
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It
is good thing to have Peaceful Kings: Peace, Power and the Early Medieval Political Imagination because
this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not
get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Alice Weaver:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Peaceful Kings: Peace, Power and the Early
Medieval Political Imagination as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Peaceful Kings: Peace, Power and the Early Medieval Political
Imagination to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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