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"The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution is clear: Congress shall make no law abridging freedom of
the press. And yet a force seemingly even more powerful than the supreme law of the land threatens one of
our nation's most precious guarantors of freedom. For more than two centuries, American newspapers have
collected, organized, and disseminated the information that makes democracy possible. Occasional
opponents of a free press have not been able to cripple newspapers and despite dire predictions, neither have
radio, television, or the Internet. But greed can kill American newspapers, thus eliminating the crucial
synergy between journalism and democracy. The reality that newspapers must remain financially viable has
always dictated compromises between the competing missions of profit and public service. But in recent
years the essential balancing of those missions has been replaced by a single-minded pursuit of profit.
Whether the chosen method is scaling back of content, cutting corners to control costs, or dismantling the
traditional wall separating the news and business departments, the result is the same: the watering down of
newspaper journalism, which is the core of all American journalism. Without fundamental change in
newspapers' corporate boardrooms, the flow of information that Americans need to govern themselves will
dry up. In "Knightfall", Davis "Buzz" Merritt, a 40-year newspaperman whose career runs parallel to the
seismic shift in journalism's landscape, examines one notable exemplar of this growing trend, Knight Ridder,
America's second-largest newspaper company with holdings including "The Philadelphia Inquirer", "The
Miami Herald", the "Detroit Free Press", and the "Mercury News" in San Jose. Merritt was a participant-
observer in the 1974 marriage of two newspaper companies, a union that seemed made in heaven. Knight
Newspapers' longstanding tradition of excellence in journalism coupled with Ridder Publications' business
savvy should have created a unique company offering the best of both worlds. That it did not happen is a
reflection of complex changes in American society and the realities of modern business pressures driven by
Wall Street. There are no pure heroes or pure villains in this story; the players were doing what their training,
background, and respective family histories urged them to do. But the story's outcome is ominous for
American democracy. Merritt's personal accounts of the 30 years since the merger illustrate the degree to
which what we know is being limited. Further, his portraits of key figures, analysis of societal changes, and
dozens of interviews with others who were (and are) there reveal that not only is he on target, he is also not
alone in his unsettling conclusions. A free press is a cornerstone of our democracy. The erosion of that
foundation is a catastrophe in the making: the real possibility that the kind of journalism that gave rise to -
and preserves - our democracy will disappear."
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From reader reviews:

Bridget Dell:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Knightfall: Knight Ridder and How the Erosion of Newspaper
Journalism Is Putting Democracy at Risk.

Whitney Mallard:

The book Knightfall: Knight Ridder and How the Erosion of Newspaper Journalism Is Putting Democracy at
Risk can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave a very important thing like a book Knightfall: Knight Ridder and How the Erosion of
Newspaper Journalism Is Putting Democracy at Risk? Several of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Knightfall: Knight Ridder and How the Erosion of Newspaper Journalism Is
Putting Democracy at Risk has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Chad Wood:

This Knightfall: Knight Ridder and How the Erosion of Newspaper Journalism Is Putting Democracy at Risk
usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Knightfall: Knight Ridder and How the Erosion of Newspaper Journalism Is Putting Democracy at Risk can
be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed you with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types.
Beside that this Knightfall: Knight Ridder and How the Erosion of Newspaper Journalism Is Putting
Democracy at Risk forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Linda Justice:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you



act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Knightfall: Knight Ridder and How the Erosion of Newspaper Journalism Is Putting Democracy at Risk
will give you new experience in reading a book.
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