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Comparative Rhetoric is the first book to offer a cross-cultural overview of rhetoric as a universal feature of
expression, composition, and communication. It begins with a theory of rhetoric as a form of mental and
emotional energy which is transmitted from a speaker or writer to an audience or reader through a speech or
text. In the first part of the book, George Kennedy explores analogies to human rhetoric in animal
communication, possible rhetorical factors in the origin of human speech, and rhetorical conventions in
traditionally oral societies in Australia, the South Pacific, Africa, and the Americas. Topics discussed include
forms of reasoning, the function of metaphor, and the forms and uses of formal language. The second part of
the book provides an account of rhetoric as understood and practiced in early literate societies in the Near
East, China, India, Greece, and Rome, identifying unique or unusual features of Western discourse in
comparison to uses elsewhere. The concluding chapter summarizes the results of the study and evaluates the
validity of traditional Western rhetorical concepts in describing non-Western rhetoric.
Addressing both what is general or common in all rhetorical traditions and what is unique or unusual in the
Western tradition, Comparative Rhetoric is ideally suited for courses in rhetoric, rhetoric theory, the history
of rhetoric, intercultural communication, linguistic anthropology, and comparative linguistics.
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From reader reviews:

Brad Black:

The reason why? Because this Comparative Rhetoric: An Historical and Cross-Cultural Introduction is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Quincy Eddy:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be learn. Comparative Rhetoric: An Historical and Cross-Cultural Introduction can be your
answer given it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Douglas Stevens:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Comparative Rhetoric: An Historical and
Cross-Cultural Introduction is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It
is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Maria Levine:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Comparative Rhetoric: An
Historical and Cross-Cultural Introduction to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Comparative Rhetoric: An Historical and
Cross-Cultural Introduction can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what
must you're doing of that time.
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