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The life-size, adolescent-girl dolls created by German artist Hans Bellmer in the 1930s are the subject of
Therese Lichtenstein's highly original book. Disturbing and controversial, Bellmer's dolls—with their
uncanny, fragmented bodies and eroticized poses—were just as shocking during Bellmer's time as they are
today. Until now there has been little available in English about Bellmer's dolls, and Lichtenstein's book will
be welcomed for its fresh interpretation of the artist's work and his place in European modernism. Eighty
striking photographs accompany the text.

Working during a time when Nazism was on the rise, Bellmer created several dolls with fragmented bodies
that could be dismantled and arranged in various configurations. Using a narrative format, he then
photographed the dolls in a range of grotesque—often sexual—positions. The images he conveyed were of
death and decay, abuse and longing, in stark contrast to Nazism's mythic utopian celebration of adolescence.

Lichtenstein interprets Bellmer's complex expressions of eroticism as a protest against the Nazis and also
against his father, a cold and repressive Nazi sympathizer. At the same time, she says, by hyperbolically
flaunting a passive femininity in a theatrical manner, Bellmer's images allow us to consider how cultural
representations can affect the formation of identity and alternative possibilities.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Greiner:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Behind Closed Doors: The Art of Hans Bellmer (The Discovery
Series) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give
to you. The writer involving Behind Closed Doors: The Art of Hans Bellmer (The Discovery Series) content
conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Behind Closed Doors: The Art of Hans
Bellmer (The Discovery Series) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Sonia Shipley:

This Behind Closed Doors: The Art of Hans Bellmer (The Discovery Series) are reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Behind Closed Doors: The Art of Hans
Bellmer (The Discovery Series) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your before
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed people. Beside that this Behind Closed Doors: The Art of Hans Bellmer (The Discovery
Series) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Christine Emmons:

The book Behind Closed Doors: The Art of Hans Bellmer (The Discovery Series) has a lot of knowledge on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after reading this book.

Francis Corder:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is Behind
Closed Doors: The Art of Hans Bellmer (The Discovery Series).
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