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Africa has been coveted for its riches ever since the era of the Pharaohs. In past centuries, it was the lure of
gold, ivory, and slaves that drew fortune-seekers, merchant-adventurers, and conquerors from afar. In
modern times, the focus of attention is on oil, diamonds, and other valuable minerals.

Land was another prize. The Romans relied on their colonies in northern Africa for vital grain shipments to
feed the population of Rome. Arab invaders followed in their wake, eventually colonizing the entire region.
More recently, foreign corporations have acquired huge tracts of land to secure food supplies needed abroad,
just as the Romans did.

In this vast and vivid panorama of history, Martin Meredith follows the fortunes of Africa over a period of
5,000 years. With compelling narrative, he traces the rise and fall of ancient kingdoms and empires; the
spread of Christianity and Islam; the enduring quest for gold and other riches; the exploits of explorers and
missionaries; and the impact of European colonization. He examines, too, the fate of modern African states
and concludes with a glimpse of their future.

His cast of characters includes religious leaders, mining magnates, warlords, dictators, and many other
legendary figures—among them Mansa Musa, ruler of the medieval Mali empire, said to be the richest man
the world has ever known. “I speak of Africa,” Shakespeare wrote, “and of golden joys.” This is history on
an epic scale.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Marsh:

The book The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Year History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
examining a book The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Year History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor for being
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a book The Fortunes of
Africa: A 5000-Year History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Ricardo Hamilton:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Year
History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Rosa Flint:

The particular book The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Year History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Leslie Bergeron:

The reason why? Because this The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Year History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor
is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.
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