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Current dogma holds that all cultures and moral values are conditional, nothing human is innate, and Einstein
proved that the whole universe is 'relative'. Challenging this position, William Gairdner argues that
relativism is not only logically and morally self-defeating but that progress in scientific and intellectual
disciplines has actually strengthened the case for absolutes, universals, and constants of nature and human
nature. Gairdner refutes the popular belief in cultural relativism by showing that there are hundreds of well-
established cross-cultural 'human universals'. He then discusses the many universals found in physics - as
well as Einstein's personal regret at how his work was misinterpreted by the public's eagerness to promote
relativism.Gairdner also gives a lively account of the many universals of human biology, including the
controversial topic of universal gender differences or 'brain sex'. He then looks at universal concepts of both
natural and international law, and ends by discussing language theory. He shows how philosophers from
Nietzsche to Derrida have misused linguistic concepts to justify their relativism, even though a sustained and
successful effort by serious scientists and philosophers of language has revealed myriad universals of human
language, ranging from language acquisition, to word-order, to 'Universal Grammar'. From ethics to Einstein,
culture to biology, law to language, "The Book of Absolutes" makes complex topics accessible to a broad
audience and demonstrates that there are plenty of certainties, even in our postmodern world.
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From reader reviews:

Myra Lopez:

This The Book of Absolutes: A Critique of Relativism and a Defence of Universals book is just not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. That The Book of Absolutes: A Critique of Relativism and a Defence
of Universals without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't become worry The Book of Absolutes: A Critique of Relativism and a Defence of Universals can bring
if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even phone. This The Book of Absolutes: A Critique of Relativism and a Defence of Universals
having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Charles Jones:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know which you should start with. This The Book of Absolutes: A Critique of Relativism and a
Defence of Universals is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Jessie Taylor:

The reason why? Because this The Book of Absolutes: A Critique of Relativism and a Defence of Universals
is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Patricia Trevino:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and The Book of Absolutes: A Critique of Relativism
and a Defence of Universals or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside



science reserve, any other book likes The Book of Absolutes: A Critique of Relativism and a Defence of
Universals to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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