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This is the riveting true story of Paul Martelli, a fifteen-year-old German-Italian, who fought in Pomerania,
on the Eastern Front, in 1945 as a member of the 33. Waffen-Grenadier-Division der SS "Charlemagne" and,
later, as a soldier with French forces during three years (1951-1954) in the Tonkin area, Vietnam.

Paul recounts his time at the Sennheim military training base, where he was introduced to the rigorous
discipline of body and mind: he then goes back to 1940, during the German invasion of France, when he was
still a boy in Lorraine, hinting at his motivations for enlisting with the Waffen SS. He reveals his and many
young soldiers' exciting and often humorous escapades at Greifenberg, his first love with a German girl
helping refugees, his experiences and feelings during the combats at Körlin, during the strenuous defense of
Kolberg, while regrouping at Neustrelitz and at the German defeat. With a companion he ends up at a castle
delivering a group of women camp prisoners to a Russian officer, living in disguise among enemy soldiers
until he escapes and surrender to the Americans.

After his sentence, imprisonment, evasions and military service in Morocco, Paul is sent to fight in defense
of bases north of Hanoi, Vietnam. He survives three years of fierce combats, assaults, ambushes, night
patrols, fatal traps and mortal risks but, deep down, he compares his service with the Waffen SS during the
last year of war with the inefficiency of the French Expeditionary Force in the Far East and comes out deeply
frustrated. At almost 26, he has fought and lost in two wars, both against the communists, be they Soviet or
Viet-Minh. Unemployed, and with the ideals of a 'Nouvelle Europe' in pieces, he briefly joins the French
Foreign Legion, his last hope, but in the end choses another path.

This is a unique memoir, packed with incident and recounting the story of one individual caught up in a
series of life-changing events.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Gilliam:

The book On the Devil's Tail: In Combat with the Waffen-SS on the Eastern Front 1945, and with the French
in Indochina 1951-54 can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave the good thing like a book On the Devil's Tail: In Combat with the Waffen-SS on the Eastern
Front 1945, and with the French in Indochina 1951-54? A number of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share
all of these. Book On the Devil's Tail: In Combat with the Waffen-SS on the Eastern Front 1945, and with
the French in Indochina 1951-54 has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Virginia Doak:

The reserve untitled On the Devil's Tail: In Combat with the Waffen-SS on the Eastern Front 1945, and with
the French in Indochina 1951-54 is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of
the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of On the
Devil's Tail: In Combat with the Waffen-SS on the Eastern Front 1945, and with the French in Indochina
1951-54 from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Christine Emmons:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be On the Devil's Tail: In Combat with the Waffen-SS on the
Eastern Front 1945, and with the French in Indochina 1951-54 why because the amazing cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Michael Robinson:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This On the Devil's Tail: In Combat
with the Waffen-SS on the Eastern Front 1945, and with the French in Indochina 1951-54 can be the answer,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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