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The United States lost thousands of troops during World War I, and the government gave next-of-kin a
choice about what to do with their fallen loved ones: ship them home for burial or leave them permanently in
Europe, in makeshift graves that would be eventually transformed into cemeteries in France, Belgium, and
England. World War I marked the first war in which the United States government and military took full
responsibility for the identification, burial, and memorialization of those killed in battle, and as a result, the
process of burying and remembering the dead became intensely political. The government and military
attempted to create a patriotic consensus on the historical memory of World War I in which war dead were
not only honored but used as a symbol to legitimize America's participation in a war not fully supported by
all citizens. The saga of American soldiers killed in World War I and the efforts of the living to honor them
is a neglected component of United States military history, and in this fascinating yet often macabre account,
Lisa M. Budreau unpacks the politics and processes of the competing interest groups involved in the three
core components of commemoration: repatriation, remembrance, and return. She also describes how relatives
of the fallen made pilgrimages to French battlefields, attended largely by American Legionnaires and the
Gold Star Mothers, a group formed by mothers of sons killed in World War I, which exists to this day.
Throughout, and with sensitivity to issues of race and gender, Bodies of War emphasizes the inherent
tensions in the politics of memorialization and explores how those interests often conflicted with the needs of
veterans and relatives.
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From reader reviews:

Clifford Walsh:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Bodies of War: World War I and the Politics of
Commemoration in America, 1919-1933. Try to the actual book Bodies of War: World War I and the Politics
of Commemoration in America, 1919-1933 as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by
the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Alexandra Dickey:

This book untitled Bodies of War: World War I and the Politics of Commemoration in America, 1919-1933
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you
can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it
through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from
your list.

Clara Williams:

Bodies of War: World War I and the Politics of Commemoration in America, 1919-1933 can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Bodies of War: World War I and the Politics of Commemoration in
America, 1919-1933 although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Bethany Zuniga:

The book untitled Bodies of War: World War I and the Politics of Commemoration in America, 1919-1933
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
published by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice read.
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