
Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City
Carolyn E. Tate

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0292739117
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0292739117
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0292739117


Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City

Carolyn E. Tate

Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City Carolyn E. Tate

As archaeologists peel away the jungle covering that has both obscured and preserved the ancient Maya
cities of Mexico and Central America, other scholars have only a limited time to study and understand the
sites before the jungle, weather, and human encroachment efface them again, perhaps forever. This urgency
underlies Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City, Carolyn Tate's comprehensive catalog and
analysis of all the city's extant buildings and sculptures.

During a year of field work, Tate fully documented the appearance of the site as of 1987. For each sculpture
and building, she records its discovery, present location, condition, measurements, and astronomical
orientation and reconstructs its Long Counts and Julian dates from Calendar Rounds. Line drawings and
photographs provide a visual document of the art and architecture of Yaxchilan.

More than mere documentation, however, the book explores the phenomenon of art within Maya society.
Tate establishes a general framework of cultural practices, spiritual beliefs, and knowledge likely to have
been shared by eighth-century Maya people. The process of making public art is considered in relation to
other modes of aesthetic expression, such as oral tradition and ritual. This kind of analysis is new in Maya
studies and offers fresh insight into the function of these magnificent cities and the powerful role public art
and architecture play in establishing cultural norms, in education in a semiliterate society, and in developing
the personal and community identities of individuals.

Several chapters cover the specifics of art and iconography at Yaxchilan as a basis for examining the creation
of the city in the Late Classic period. Individual sculptures are attributed to the hands of single artists and
workshops, thus aiding in dating several of the monuments. The significance of headdresses, backracks, and
other costume elements seen on monuments is tied to specific rituals and fashions, and influence from other
sites is traced. These analyses lead to a history of the design of the city under the reigns of Shield Jaguar
(A.D. 681-741) and Bird Jaguar IV (A.D. 752-772).

In Tate's view, Yaxchilan and other Maya cities were designed as both a theater for ritual activities and a
nexus of public art and social structures that were crucial in defining the self within Maya society.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hernandez:

The event that you get from Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City will be the more deep you
digging the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to understand but Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Yaxchilan: The Design of a
Maya Ceremonial City instantly.

Leon Moses:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya
Ceremonial City publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Yaxchilan: The Design
of a Maya Ceremonial City as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one book
that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Donna Vazquez:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended to you personally is Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City this
publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all
of you.

Gary Collis:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya
Ceremonial City can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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