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Gwendolyn Brooks is one of the major American poets of this century and the first black woman to win the
Pulitzer Prize for poetry (1950). Yet far less critical attention has focused on her work than on that of her
peers.

In this comprehensive biocritical study, Melhem?herself a poet and critic?traces the development of Brooks's
poetry over four decades, from such early works as A Street in Bronzeville, Annie Allen, and The Bean
Eaters, to the more recent In the Mecca, Riot, and To Disembark.

In addition to analyzing the poetic devices used, Melhem examines the biographical, historical, and literary
contexts of Brooks's poetry: her upbringing and education, her political involvement in the struggle for civil
rights, her efforts on behalf of young black poets, her role as a teacher, and her influence on black letters.
Among the many sources examined are such revealing documents as Brooks's correspondence with her
editor of twenty years and with other writers and critics.

From Melhem's illuminating study emerges a picture of the poet as prophet. Brooks's work, she shows, is
consciously charged with the quest for emancipation and leadership, for black unity and pride. At the same
time, Brooks is seen as one of the preeminent American poets of this century, influencing both African
American letters and American literature generally. This important book is an indispensable guide to the
work of a consummate poet.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Holt:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called
Gwendolyn Brooks: Poetry and the Heroic Voice? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

George Kirby:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for all of us. The book Gwendolyn Brooks: Poetry and the Heroic Voice was
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The reserve Gwendolyn Brooks: Poetry and the Heroic Voice is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Gwendolyn
Brooks: Poetry and the Heroic Voice. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Charles Gray:

This Gwendolyn Brooks: Poetry and the Heroic Voice are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Gwendolyn Brooks: Poetry and the Heroic Voice can be one
of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this Gwendolyn Brooks: Poetry and the Heroic Voice forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise.
So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Ronald Cleary:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer could be Gwendolyn Brooks: Poetry and the Heroic Voice why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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