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From charts, texts, and graphs to illustrations, icons, and screens, we live in an information age saturated
with visual language. Yet the underlying principles that provide structure for visual language have long
eluded scholars of rhetoric, design, and engineering. To function as a language that reliably conveys
meaning, visual language must embody codes that normalize its practices among both the designers who
employ it and the readers who interpret it. 

 

In this wide-ranging analysis, Charles Kostelnick and Michael Hassett demonstrate how visual language in
professional communication—text design, data displays, illustrations—is shaped by conventional practices
that are invented, codified, and modified by users in visual discourse communities. Drawing on rhetorical
theory, design studies, and a broad array of historical and contemporary examples, Shaping Information: The
Rhetoric of Visual Conventions explores the processes by which conventions evolve and proliferate and
shows how conventions serve as the medium that designers use to shape, stabilize, and streamline visual
information. 

 

Kostelnick and Hassett extend contemporary theories that define rhetoric as a social act, arguing that visual
conventions also thrive within discourse communities and are fragile forms that vary widely in their
longevity and scope. Shaping Information: The Rhetoric of Visual Conventions is a thorough guide for
scholars, teachers and practitioners of rhetoric and business and technical communication and for
professionals in engineering, science, design, and business.
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From reader reviews:

Ernestine Worrell:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called Shaping
Information: The Rhetoric of Visual Conventions? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Danielle Tilley:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their can do
this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this kind of Shaping Information: The Rhetoric of Visual Conventions to
read.

Jocelyn Harper:

The book untitled Shaping Information: The Rhetoric of Visual Conventions contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author.
The author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Walter Telford:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Shaping Information:
The Rhetoric of Visual Conventions.
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