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This is the second volume of a 3-volume set entitled "Early History of the Christian Church: From its
Foundation to the End of the Fifth Century." (NY 1909-1924). Originally published in French as “Histoire
ancienne l’Eglisse” (Paris, 1905-1910) . Fully edited with linked footnotes.

This second volume covers the Fourth Century: The Great Persecution, Constantine, Eusebius, Athanasius,
Julian, Basil, Ambrose, etc.

Duchesne’s classic work served as the standard introduction to the early church for many years. Orthodox
Catholic historian Warren H. Carroll, the late founder of Christendom College, lauded the work as “excellent
and thorough,” noting: “Though privately an early modernist, Duchesne, in this classic did not challenge
orthodox doctrine nor engage in indiscriminate debunking.”

Louis Duchesne (1843-1922) was a French church historian of first rank. He was ordained to the priesthood
in 1887 and completed his theological studies at Rome. His interest in the history of the early church was
intensified by his travels in Greece and Asia Minor. He became a professor of ecclesiastical history at the
Institut Catholique in Paris in 1885. In 1895 he was nominated director of the French School at Rome, a
position he held until his death. He was elected a member of the French Academy in 1910. He died in 1922,
in Rome, and is buried in the cemetery of Saint-Servan.

His major works concentrate on early church history and the early documents of papal history.

Historians today concede that Catholic historical scholarship came to a legitimate maturity in the 19th
century, especially through the publication of sources. Duchesne, by his close study of these sources, called
into question some of the legends of the saints. Considered too modernist by the Church during the time
when the movement of Modernism was formally condemned under Pope Pius X, Duchesne’s 3-volume
“Early History” was placed on the Index of Forbidden Books in 1912. Around the same time, Pope John
XXIII, then just a professor of church history at the seminary in Bergamo, was similarly denounced for
recommending Duchesne’s “Early History” to his students.

Pius’ successor, Pope Benedict XV, while still condemning Modernism, dismantled what some have called
the “witch hunt” engendered by the “Modernist crisis” and called for freedom of discussion when the Church
had not pronounced on an issue. The Index of Forbidden Books was essentially abolished in 1966 by Pope
Paul VI.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Gregg:

Often the book Early History of the Christian Church: From its Foundation to the End of the Fifth Century
(Volume II) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book.
That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Theresa Wilkins:

Early History of the Christian Church: From its Foundation to the End of the Fifth Century (Volume II) can
be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Early History of the Christian Church: From its Foundation to the End of the Fifth
Century (Volume II) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of
crucial considering.

Matthew Dealba:

This Early History of the Christian Church: From its Foundation to the End of the Fifth Century (Volume II)
is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little
digest in reading this Early History of the Christian Church: From its Foundation to the End of the Fifth
Century (Volume II) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy
even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for
your better life and also knowledge.

Mary Redus:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Early History of the Christian Church:
From its Foundation to the End of the Fifth Century (Volume II) or perhaps others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Early History of the Christian



Church: From its Foundation to the End of the Fifth Century (Volume II) to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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