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The anthropology of art is currently at a crossroads. Although well versed in the meaning of art in small-
scale tribal societies, anthropologists are still wrestling with the question of how to interpret art in a complex,
post-colonial environment. Alfred Gell recently confronted this problem in his posthumous book Art and
Agency. The central thesis of his study was that art objects could be seen, not as bearers of meaning or
aesthetic value, but as forms mediating social action. At a stroke, Gell provocatively dismissed many
longstanding but tired questions of definition and issues of aesthetic value. His book proposed a novel
perspective on the roles of art in political practice and made fresh links between analyses of style, tradition
and society.

Offering a new overview of the anthropology of art, this book begins where Gell left off. Presenting wide-
ranging critiques of the limits of aesthetic interpretation, the workings of objects in practice, the relations
between meaning and efficacy and the politics of postcolonial art, its distinguished contributors both
elaborate on and dissent from the controversies of Gell's important text. Subjects covered include music and
the internet as well as ethnographic traditions and contemporary indigenous art. Geographically its case
studies range from India to Oceania to North America and Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Mundo:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Beyond Aesthetics as your daily resource
information.

Starr Place:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Beyond Aesthetics can be the reply, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Teresa Thomas:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Beyond Aesthetics can give you a lot of pals because by
you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So ,
why hesitate? Let's have Beyond Aesthetics.

Jason Serrano:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Beyond Aesthetics was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to
add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some
sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern
era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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